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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

             Lift Every Voice and sing
‘Til earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of liberty
Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list’ning skies
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past 
has taught us

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has 
brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on ‘til victory is won

As a young child this song would resonate 
throughout households and churches all across 
the country. We would sing this song with pride 
from which we’ve come and where we are going. 
I have been adamant about continuing to teach 
our children these important elements of histo-
ry. People say, “Oh, it’s just a song.” No, it’s ab-
solutely not just a song. It is an anthem, history, 

a message. In this song it talks about lifting every voice, this is not just about singing. This song is 
about using our voice to VOTE, speak out, stand up, and say something. 

As I think about our current situation in the year of 2020, I have moments of encouragement and 
of course great sadness. This year has been full of sadness and frustration. Let me first say how 
excited I am to see Americans of various ethnicities and backgrounds standing up to the injustices 
of society. All over the country people are protesting the innocent killing of unarmed Black men 
and women by law enforcement in this country. Yes, you are as the song says, lifting every voice. 
You are screaming “No justice, No peace!” It is a great moment to see people of all walks of life and 
ethnicities fighting for justice for all God’s children. I am happy, yet, I am concerned that once we 
gain some progress we will forget. We cannot afford to forget from which we’ve come. We must as 
the song says, sing a song full of faith that the darkness has taught us. This means we MUST always 
embrace our history and our traditions of the past. If we don’t know where we come from, we can’t 
know where we’re going. 

As we watch the mistreatment of Black men and women including Michael Brown, Eric Garner, 
Walter Scott, Freddie Gray, Rekia Boyd, Miriam Carey, Sandra Bland, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd 

By Dr. Charles Steele Jr., SCLC National President & CEO

WE’VE COME TOO FAR TO TURN BACK NOW!
“ENOUGH IS ENOUGH AND WE’RE NOT GOING TO TAKE IT ANYMORE!” 
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and other Black men and women across the country played out on TV and social media, our 
community is making a great outcry. Unfortunately, as we are speaking up and speaking out, so 
are the racist. Racism is once again raising it’s ugly head. However, this time racism is trying to 
not only raise It’s head, but stand to its feet. We cannot allow racism to rise and especially not to 
stand. Racism has a passport, a license a degree, a badge and hate in it’s heart. Do not be fooled 
by the position nor the title, racism knows how to infiltrate. In order to defeat this monster, 
we must unite as a people! Black people, Brown people, White people…All God’s children must 
stand up and say ENOUGH is ENOUGH and we’re NOT GOING TO TAKE IT ANYMORE!  

No, we’re not going to continue to take it! I am always perplexed by people who don’t under-
stand white privilege. See, I was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama and grew up in an area of town 
that people called Daily Bottom. Now you can only imagine why a part of town would be called 
Daily Bottom. I won’t get into those specifics, but most black folks start in their own “Daily Bot-
tom”. Unfortunately, Black folks are no stranger to starting at the bottom when others starting 
points are several levels above us. However, I will tell you that I had a mother and father who 
knew when you are at the bottom the only other place to go is up. There is always a way to climb 
up. They taught me how to be strong and overcome obstacles that will cross your path in this 
journey called life. No matter how much they taught me and my siblings we still knew that for 
some the chance to climb up would be a little more slippery and unjust. We must find a way to 
dry that slope so that others can climb up a little easier. We have to understand that the slope 
won’t always be dry and the climb won’t always be easy. As a matter of fact we may lose some 
progress that we have gained, but we must keep climbing. Here’s they key, in order to keep 
climbing we must have a dry incline! How will it get dry? Who’s going to dry it? People like you 
and me who join forces together with civil rights organizations and other fair minded thinking 
people who push the government and put pressure on companies, corporations, etc. on behalf 
of those who are climbing. We are drying the slope of oppression, depression, hatred, racism, 
economic inequality and all those things that wet the slope and make it hard to climb. 

Let me just reiterate how excited I am to see first-hand how people are standing up and speaking 
out on these tragedies. This brought about a feeling of hope for our community and our country. 
We cannot stand for bullying and acts of terror whether it is aimed at children in school, our 
country or aimed at our young Black men and women. Dr. King would have been elated at the 
thousands that are non-violently protesting across the country. Unfortunately, because of our 
history, people of color have a distrust of law enforcement. My hope is that one day we can get 
to the point where we can respect cops first and fear them last. Until we get to that point, SCLC 
will continue to teach non-violent strategies of the Kingian philosophy, which teaches people 
how to conduct no-violent direct action campaigns. We must demand federal and state laws that 
monitor practices of the local, state and federal governments and ensure that the laws protect 
the rights of the disenfranchised. We must hold our elected officials accountable. The only way 
we can hold our elected officials accountable is to promote citizenship education that includes 
a surge on the need to exercise our right to vote. We must have creative methods of providing 
affordable educational opportunities. Knowledge equips our society to fight against the injus-
tices of our nation and the world. 

The time for action is NOW. The pursuit of justice is an ongoing movement.

It is imperative to come together as family as we prepare our children for the future of an un-
certain time. Although COVID-19 has caused us to postpone our annual convention, please stay 
tuned for information and creative ways we can come together and stay informed and knowl-
edgeable. We cannot make effective change unless we come together and collaborate. 
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Bernard Lafayette had been in Memphis 
with the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. the 
day before the civil rights leader was slain.

They’d planned to get together again the 
next day, in Washington, D.C., to talk more 
about Lafayette’s new role as coordinator 
for King’s Poor People’s Campaign, a na-
tional push to end poverty.

King never made the trip.

“The last thing he said to me is that we 
needed to figure out a way to institution-
alize and internationalize nonviolence,”
 Lafayette said.

The conversation and King’s death on the very day they were supposed to meet further galvanized 
Lafayette. He had grown from a skinny freshman at American Baptist Theological Seminary in Nash-
ville, where he first experienced the power of nonviolent protest, into a role as a national leader in 
the civil rights movement. For several years he bounced from city to city as duty called, becoming 
one of King’s most trusted friends and advisers.

“There was a reason he said it to me,” said 
Lafayette, now 72. “I had to figure out how I 
was going to fulfill Martin Luther King’s last 
request.”

His mission, he says, remains to bring the 
philosophy of nonviolence to the world. The charge has taken him from pulpits to prisons all over 
the world. Wherever he goes, it’s hard to miss how much he still believes in the cause.

“You can’t sit down with him today and have lunch with him without getting a lecture on nonvio-
lence,” said John Seigenthaler, a former Tennessean editor who has known Lafayette for decades. 
“He is really committed to it.”

NASHVILLE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER BERNARD 
LAFAYETTE STILL ON KING’S MISSION

“Bernard has always been the person 
who has organized things,” said Patton, 
the fellow Freedom Rider. “He was my 

lieutenant.”

By Jaquetta White; Originally published in The Tennessean on March 24, 2013
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‘I hadn’t been called’

Lafayette arrived at American Baptist, a small, predominately black liberal arts college in Nashville, 
by chance in 1959. His grandmother had pulled a few strings to get him in at the last minute after he’d 
turned down a scholarship at Florida A&M. She hoped he would become a preacher.

“I hadn’t been called to preach yet,” Lafayette said. “But I was going to the seminary to prepare to be 
called.”

The call he received wasn’t the one he expected.

Late at night, after Lafayette would finish classes and shifts as a campus janitor and assistant librar-
ian to pay his tuition, he’d talk with two other American Baptist students about the spirit-crushing 
discrimination they saw all around them. Lafayette had gone to an integrated grammar school in 
Philadelphia. But when his parents sent him to Tampa, Fla., to live with his grandmother while he was 
in middle school, he was frustrated by the racial division he encountered there. He found segregated 
Nashville just as vexing.

“Maybe that was one of the things that got me excited for change,” Lafayette said.

He and friends John Lewis and James Bevel would become part of a core group of college students 
who successfully led the movement to desegregate lunch counters in Nashville.

And Lafayette never stopped marching.

“If there is one person among them all who has refused ... to put the nonviolent banner down, it’s 
Bernard,” Seigenthaler said. “He talks about it less as a theory and more as a way of life.”

On a dreary morning in January, more than half a century after his first encounter with the power of 
peaceful protest, Lafayette brought the message to a group in Tuskegee, Ala., where he lives part time 
with his wife, Kate. They also have a condominium in Atlanta, where he teaches at Emory University. 
He had been invited by the local school superintendent to present a two-day seminar to 30 teachers, 
school administrators and police officers on what he calls Kingian nonviolence, a philosophy inspired 
by King, Mohandas Gandhi and Henry David Thoreau.

“Nonviolence is not something that you simply embrace with your mind,” Lafayette told the group. “It 
embodies and affects your entire being.”

He knows because he has been there.

‘A mind-bending exercise’

Lafayette’s road to nonviolence began in the fellowship hall at Clark Memorial Methodist 
Church in Nashville, where James Lawson, a Methodist minister and divinity student, taught college 
students passive resistance using the same teachings that Lafayette now calls on. Lawson prepared 
Lafayette and other students to wage a peaceful push for desegregation at lunch counters and the-
aters in Nashville. But first, Lafayette had to be persuaded to go to the meetings.

SCLC National  Magazine /  Fal l/  Winter 20201 8



“It was strange and 
unique and differ-
ent. And I guess 
those college kids, 
like any college 
kids, the first thing 
they say is ‘Not me,’ 
“ Seigenthaler said. 
“It’s a mind-bend-
ing exercise to get 
them where he got 
them.”

The sit-ins that fol-
lowed left many of 
them bloodied and 
sent many more to 
jail. Lafayette was 
arrested more than 
two dozen times. Over time, he came to believe that all forms of violence, physical and emotional, 
damage people. For Lafayette, that meant finding other ways to respond to aggression. Disciplined 
silence was one approach. But music was the one his fellow demonstrators would most remember 
him by. In Jackson, Miss., where he was jailed for 40 days, Lafayette led other jailed demonstrators in 
song.

“We were in a place where we’re supposed to be humble and afraid. But we weren’t afraid of them,” 
said Ernest “Rip” Patton, who joined Lafayette in the Nashville sit-in and in the Freedom Rides in 1961. 
“Bernard was the one who would start a song.”

Lafayette can still recall the songs he sang. He made most of them up himself.

“It preoccupies your mind. When you’re singing, you cannot think of anything else,” he said. “It heals 
wounded spirits. It’s not anesthesia. It doesn’t take away the pain, but it heals the wound.”

People who know him said Lafayette hasn’t changed much.

“He has always just embodied the essence of the nonviolence philosophy in terms of a loving, positive 
philosophical outlook on life,” said Paul Bueno de Mesquita, director of the Center for Nonviolence 
& Peace Studies at the University of Rhode Island. “I think that’s what’s so engaging about him as a 
teacher or as a colleague.”

But even a purist encounters pitfalls.

“There are situations that really test me,” Lafayette said. “When folks bother little children, it’s some-
thing I find abhorrent.”

The December shooting of 20 first-graders in Connecticut offered an extreme case in point.

“Nonviolence does not tell you to get rid of hate,” Lafayette said. “You hate the actions of the person, 
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but you don’t hate the person. And that’s hard. It’s not easy.”

In his professional life, Lafayette has essentially re-created Lawson’s workshops. He’s done it as far 
away as Nigeria.
“I realized that the training could be applied to any conflict situation,” Lafayette said. “That was the 
thing that was so fascinating to me, the universality of it.”
The seminars, like conversations with Lafayette, tend to meander. He answers just about every ques-
tion with a story, many of them recalling his time in Nashville. Always, though, the core message is 
the same.
“Violence is the language of the inarticulate,” he says. “When you can learn how to talk, you can end 
it.”

‘An urgent announcement’

Lafayette was introduced to King after emerging as a leader in the Nashville movement. He had often 
been tapped by Lawson as a spokesman for the students and to lead groups of demonstrators.

“Bernard has always been the person who has organized things,” said Patton, the fellow Freedom 
Rider. “He was my lieutenant.”

When the home of Z. Alexander Looby, an attorney who had represented the demonstrators, was 
bombed in 1960 — Looby was shaken but unhurt — the students planned a silent march to City Hall. 
Lafayette set off to Tennessee A&I, now Tennessee State University, to tell students there about it.
The school’s administration was notoriously unsupportive of the student demonstrators, so Lafayette 
had to be crafty that morning. First, he hung out in the waiting room of the university president’s 
office. Then he milled about other administrative areas. Then he went back to the area outside the 
president’s office.

Finally, in a bit of cunning, he declared to a nearby secretary: “I just came from the president’s office, 
and I have an urgent announcement to make.”

She led him to the public address system. Lafayette told the entire student body of the plan to march.
Of course, he’d never spoken to the president or anyone else in power. But what he told the secretary 
was literally true, Lafayette recalled with a smile.

“I figured if I could get to that PA system, I could reach the entire student body,” he said. “And they 
mobilized. We had such a large number of students that day.”

The march culminated with Mayor Ben West acknowledging that segregation is wrong — the first 
crack in white resistance to change. More often, the demonstrators ended in jail. But for Lafayette, 
that threat paled in comparison to what he had already given up. He had put his relationship with his 
mother in jeopardy. Verdell Lafayette and her husband, Bernard Sr., hadn’t progressed beyond eighth 
grade. The mother wanted more for her son.

“Remember, God will straighten out everything if you just get in line,” she wrote him. “You don’t have 
to eat with the white people.”

As much as he loved his mother, Lafayette said he felt a responsibility to a cause greater than his ed-
ucation. As a sixth-grader, he had delivered a speech titled “Living and Working Together.”
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That theme would animate almost everything he 
did, in Nashville and beyond. It’s why his mother’s 
objections didn’t deter him.

“We were talking about changing policies and laws,” 
Lafayette said. “It was out of concern and love and 
care that she did it. But that’s also the reason I did 
it.”

Later, when he earned master’s and doctoral de-
grees from Harvard University and returned to 
American Baptist as its president, his mother soft-
ened her views. She even went on to brag about his 
role in the movement.
“She was very proud of me when I gave her those 
degrees from Harvard,” he said. “I understood her, 
and she understood me. That was part of my calling. 
That was part of my ministry.”
In a classroom at Emory in Atlanta recently, Lafay-
ette was busy grooming a new generation of activ-
ists. He encouraged them to pick up where he and 
others left off.

“You can’t announce that you’ve made progress be-
cause you’ve accomplished a specific goal,” he said. 
“The movement must continue. Freedom is a con-
stant struggle.”

He’d be there with them in the fight, he said. His 
work was not yet done.
He had, after all, made a promise to a friend.

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
East  Hanover,  New  Jersey  07936-1080 ©  2020  Novartis 1/20 962180-0120
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FROM THE FIRST LADY

By Cathelean Steele, 
Founder, Justice for Girls

THE MORE THINGS CHANGE – THE 
MORE THEY REMAIN THE SAME!

These last few troubling months of ra-
cial reckoning, civil unrest, and protests 
against police brutality and political in-
justice, for me it has been like reflecting 
into a time capsule. The quote that keeps 
simmering in my brain is one I have heard 
over and over in my lifetime. This quote 
has slowly become a reality - “the more 
things change, the more they remain the 
same.”             
 
In the late 1960’s all public schools in the 
South became open to people of all races 
or ethnic groups. Now, the prurient prac-

tice of white flight has once again led to the segregation of many schools attended by black students.
 
In the 1960’s blacks and civil rights activists were marching – and  viciously beaten and jailed - for the 
right to vote. Yet, voter suppression is still a reality in America. We have strict ID laws, we close poll-
ing places early, we purge voter rolls, the postal service may or may not deliver the mail-in ballots in a 
timely manner.
 
Until recently we relied on the 1965 Voting Rights Act to ensure federal oversight of changes to voting 
systems. Unfortunately, in 2013 the Supreme Court weakened the 1965 Voting Rights Act allowing voter 
suppression to creep back into our democracy. I read an interview where President Barack Obama said 
“We’re the only advanced democracy that deliberately discourages people from voting.
 
For a quick moment let me focus on a reality that is seldom discussed in the news media and is unknown 
by most of us. Statistics show that there are sixty -four thousand black women missing in America. 
There are also 250 black women that have been fatally shot by police since 2015.
 
That’s why I am embracing the words of legendary activist Angela Davis- “I am no longer accepting the 
things I cannot change…I am changing the things I cannot accept.”
 
Thinking back, I remember when we had to drink from the colored water fountain and sit at the back of 
the bus. I am now adding new memories of things Blacks cannot do.  We can’t wait at Starbucks while 
Black, we can’t barbecue while Black, we can’t go bird watching while Black, we can’t jog while Black, we 
can’t sleep in our apartment while Black, we can’t play in the park with a toy gun while Black, we can’t 
play loud music while Black, we can’t walk to our father’s apartment eating skittles while Black and I am 
sure that there are many more things we can’t do while being Black!  But as my soul and spirit cry for 
righteousness and fairness, my brain needs to rest.
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Thank you Congressman Lewis, Rev. Dr. Vivian 
and Rev. Lowery. We are eternally grateful for the 

example of your lives and your tireless pursuit of 
social justice, human rights and equality for all.

 

 

At Cox, we embrace an inclusive culture because respect, empowerment and 

growth are worth championing. We understand the diversity of our people 

makes Cox stronger and smarter. coxinc.com/inclusion

BUILD A BETTER FUTURE

 The Chosen 1

Faith. Courage.
Perseverance.

And some good trouble.

Images: Lewis (Top), File 2016, Lowery (Middle right), File 2007, 
Vivian  (Bottom left), File 2017, Credit: The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 



IN MEMORIAM

REV. JOSEPH LOWERY: 
ONE OF THE MOST 
INFLUENTIAL LEADERS OF
THE LATTER 20TH CENTURY

By Deric Gilliard

IN MEMORIAM

It took the most life altering event of the 
21st century to finally mute the importance 
of one of the most significant figures of the 
second half of the 20th century.  Joseph 
Echols Lowery, co-founder of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
the direct action civil rights organiza-
tion that served as the firing pin that used 
non-violent protest to push Congress to pass 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and coordinated 
movements across the nation that led to the 
passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, has 
finally expired.   He was 98.   Due to social 
distancing requirements from COVID-19, a 
public celebration of his life and legacy will 
be postponed indefinitely.

Lowery, born in Huntsville, Alabama, was 
one of the inner circle of preachers, along 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Rev. Ralph 
David Abernathy, Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, 
and Rev. C.K. Steele of Tallahassee, credit-
ed with launching the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference in 1957.

Unlike the bombastic Rev. Hosea Williams, who 
served as King’s fiery field general, agitating 
and igniting movements, or Andy Young, known 
as the great negotiator and someone who knew 
how to deal with white intransigents resist-
ing change, or Shuttlesworth, whose bravery is 
legendary after his home was bombed several 
times and was beaten repeatedly, along with his 
pregnant wife, Ruby, while trying to enroll their 
children in school in 1957, Lowery’s legacy is 
more nuanced.

Primarily an administrator until the time of 
King’s assassination, when Lowery was chair-
man of the SCLC’s national board of direc-
tors, he was not known as someone who had 
repeatedly been battered or terrorized on the 
front lines in the fifties and sixties, though he 
did have scrapes with racist leaders.   In fact, 
in 1979, in Decatur, Alabama, Lowery and the 
SCLC-led protesters, while challenging the ar-
rest of a docile, retarded black man, Tommie Lee 
Hines, for allegedly raping three white women, 
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were confronted by armed Klansmen, who shot at 
the non-violent protesters, including Mrs. Evelyn 
Lowery.  She narrowly escaped a bullet through 
her windshield while seeking cover in the floor 
board of her car.

Lowery was arrested numerous times, includ-
ing while protesting our government’s support of 
apartheid South African regime in 1984, and chal-
lenging the dumping of toxic waste in black com-
munities in North Carolina in 1983, along with Dr. 
Ben Chavis.   He also led the successful integration 
of the bus lines in Mobile, AL, before the seismic, 
381-day boycott triggered by Rosa Parks in Mont-
gomery in 1955.  In 1965, King delegated him to 
present the movement rights’ marchers’ demands 
to intransigent Alabama governor and avowed seg-
regationist, George Wallace.
 
Lowery’s enduring legacy, I believe, is that he led 
the SCLC back from near death, to vibrancy and 

noteworthy relevance, after taking over in 
1977, nine years after the King assassination, 
following the rocky and uncertain tenure of 
Abernathy’s presidency.No one could be ex-
pected to replicate the charisma, dynamism, 
and eloquence of King.  Indeed, Abernathy 
never found his footing during a period 
when fellow SCLC insiders Young and Rev. 
C.T. Vivian say he tried too hard to be King, 
instead of himself.   And even when Low-
ery edged out Williams for the presidency in 
1977, it was a struggle to regain momentum.  

Gradually, however, despite being in the 
midst of what King historian and Pulit-
zer Prize winner David Garrow deemed a 
“post-civil rights era,” Lowery grabbed hold 
of a series of critical issues and made them 
his and the SCLC’s own. Gun violence, vot-
ing rights, hate crimes, economic injus-
tice, affirmative action, educational track-
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ing, redistricting, disparities in sentencing, 
black-on-black violence:  you name the is-
sue, Lowery battled long-time rival Rev. Jesse 
Jackson for national leadership as the clarion 
voice speaking for black activism and justice 
throughout the last quarter of the 20th cen-
tury.   Whatever the topic, Lowery spoke to it 
with eloquence, precise insight and passion.  

On the 25th anniversary of the King assassi-
nation, April 4, 1993, Lowery and the SCLC 
launched the Stop the Killing/End the Vio-
lence campaign.  Urging Americans to “turn 
to each other, not on each other,” the cam-
paign ultimately took tens of thousands of 
guns off the streets through a controversial 
gun buy-back program frequently support-
ed by corporations.   Along the way, he chal-
lenged Presidents Reagan, Carter, Bush 41 
and 43 and Bill Clinton, who credited Low-
ery with being the leader who moved him to 
raise the black church burnings to a national 
state of emergency.   He pointedly criticized 
the U.S. bombing in Kosovo and angered the 
SCLC’s many Jewish supporters by agreeing 
to meet with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.  
The Methodist minister also picketed Atlan-
ta’s Prior Tire, over its challenge to the city’s 
landmark affirmative action stand, and went 
toe-to-toe against hometown corporate giant 
Coca-Cola to pressure it to pull out of  its in-
vestments in the  from a racist South African 
regime.  Lowery and the SCLC signed hun-
dred-million dollar economic covenants with 
Publix, Shoney’s, which required they prom-
ise to hire more black managers, utilize more 
black vendors and place more stores in mi-
nority neighborhoods.  

Rooted and grounded in voting rights and 
education, Lowery and the SCLC established 
and kept alive dozens of chapters throughout 
the country and the world while registering 
hundreds of thousands of voters throughout 
the years, via motor voter campaigns.   Adept 
at working with groups focused on LGBTQ, 
environmental, anti-war and economic jus-

tice issues, he and the SCLC were broadly crit-
icized as the first “mainstream” civil rights or-
ganization to actively support Min. Farrakhan’s 
1995 Million Man March.   First and foremost a 
minister of the gospel, Lowery, who refused to 
separate his ministry from his activism, also 
pastored United Methodist churches for over 
40 years.   Along the way, Ebony selected him 
as one of America’s top 15 preachers.

It would not be possible to salute the legacy 
of Lowery without including the laudable con-
tributions of his wife, Evelyn.  Founder of the 
SCLC/W.O.M.E.N., she instituted the annual 
Drum Major for Justice Awards, launched the 
Wings of Hope anti-drug initiative, introduced 
the annual civil rights tours throughout the 
south and erected monuments to honor the 
valiant foot soldiers who labored non-violent-
ly  To Redeem the Soul of America, the SCLC’s 
motto.  Together, they were one of America’s 
most influential couples of their era, and sig-
nificantly improved the arc of social justice in 
the South.
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Never resistant to go against the grain, Lowery backed the upstart, the little known senator 
from Illinois, Barack Hussein Obama, 
against the chosen one, former Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton, for the 
2008 Democratic presidential nomi-
nation.  Lowery did so despite the fact 
that most liberals, and virtually all 
black leaders, backed Clinton.  Lowery 
campaigned vigorously for Obama, and 
in 2009, brought the fiery, controver-
sial benediction at the conclusion of the 
inauguration of the nation’s first black 
president.  Obama awarded Lowery with 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, lat-
er that year.

Lowery was no King, but he never 
missed a payroll while reinvigorating 
the SCLC and ensuring that it remained 
a powerful force speaking truth to pow-
er during his twenty-year tenure at the 
helm from 1977-1997.   After his time at 
the SCLC, he founded the Georgia Coa-
lition for the People’s Agenda, a 501C-
3 that boasts chapters and affiliates 
through nine states, still focusing on 
voter rights and registration.  Farewell 
to the “Dean” of the civil rights move-
ment.

Deric Gilliard is former communications for the SCLC and the author of Living in 
the Shadows of a Legend: Unsung Heroes and ‘Sheroes’ who Marched with Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. His master’s thesis was entitled Joseph Echols Lowery 
and the Resurrection of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,and-
continues to work on a Lowery biography. gilliardpr77@gmail.com, 
(www.gilliardcommunications.com)
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said it is not a “battle” against “individuals” who commit evil 
acts but against the evil itself. Regarding the Montgomery 
struggles, he said, “The tension is between justice and injus-
tice, and not white persons who may be unjust.” King said 
further that “the nonviolent resister would contend that in the 
struggle for human dignity, the oppressed people of the world 
must not succumb to the temptation of becoming bitter or 
engaging in hate campaigns. To retaliate in-kind would do 
nothing but intensify the existence of hate in the universe. 
Along the way of life, someone must have sense enough and 
morality enough to cut off the chain of hate.”
 Another misconception is that complaints can be made 
without concrete demands for change. Those who seek 
change should always develop the solutions because you 
don’t want to leave that in the hands of your so-called “adver-

sary”—otherwise you’ve wasted your time. King also called 
for a fair hearing from the adversaries and to listen to them, as 
there might be some wisdom to gain from that experience, he 
said. However, if you don’t like what politicians or others do, 
you certainly don’t want them to be the chief architects in re-
solving problems. So don’t just engage in a “feel good” march 
in front of the White House, Congress, State House or Wall 
Street for that matter and assume that you have completed your 
mission, made your statement. If you haven’t developed your 
solutions to the problems you’re addressing, you’ve only done 
a quarter or less of what is necessary.
 It is often thought that nonviolence and pacifism are 
the same. Not so! It is probably true that most advocates of 
nonviolence are also pacifists. Nevertheless, nonviolence 
is a “method for change.” Pacifism is “being against war”. 
Within this misconception is the assumption that nonviolence 
is cowardly, a “turn the other cheek” method, which is not 
true. As a method for change, nonviolence is confrontational. 
King said, “it must be emphasized that nonviolent resistance 
is not a method for cowards; it does resist. If one uses this 
method because he is afraid or merely because he lacks in-
struments of violence, he is not truly nonviolent. This is why 
Gandhi often said that if cowardice is the only alternative to 
violence, it is better to fight.”
 King said that every nonviolent campaign should be an-
chored in a boycott and, importantly, voter education and voter 
registration. While everyone could do more on this, voter ed-
ucation and registration are often included in various move-
ments. Rarely these days, however, do U.S. activists choose to 
challenge the bulwark and muscle of corporate America, even 
in spite of the unfettered capitalist abuse in which we live. 
King wisely recognized that going against corporate America 
was one of the most vital ways to change behavior. Refer-
ring to the Birmingham movement, King said, “it was not the 
marching alone that brought about integration of public facili-
ties in 1963. The downtown business establishments suffered 
for weeks under our unbelievably effective boycott.”
 Interestingly, the National Bar Association offers some 
concrete suggestions for addressing today’s issues. For ex-
ample, to “Enact legislation making it a felony for a police 
officer to fail to report an officer engaged in police brutal-
ity”. There are many other recommendations as well by the 
National Bar Association in its recent press release. It is well 
worth everyone’s time to review the Bar’s excellent sugges-
tions for action and demands.
 King once said that the “Arc of the moral universe is long 
and it bends toward justice.” The demonstrators today are defi-
nitely bending the arc but as King would say “Where to we go 
from here?” What do we want? If there was ever a time to shift 
that paradigm it is now! sclc

Heather Gray produces “Just Peace” on WRFG-Atlanta 
89.3 FM covering local, regional, national and international 
news In 1985-86 she directed the nonviolent program at the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change 
in Atlanta. She lives in Atlanta, Georgia and can be reached 
at hmcgray@earthlink.net
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#BlackLivesMatter was created in 2012 after Trayvon 
Martin’s murderer, George Zimmerman, was acquitted 
for his crime, and dead 17-year old Trayvon was 
posthumously placed on trial for his own murder. Rooted 
in the experiences of Black people in this country who 
actively resist our de-humanization, #BlackLivesMatter is 
a call to action and a response to the virulent anti-Black 
racism that permeates our society. Black Lives Matter 
is a unique contribution that goes beyond extrajudicial 
killings of Black people by police and vigilantes. For more 
information go to BlackLivesMattter.com
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Dr. Joseph E. Lowery was a preacher, a teacher, 
and a social activist.  He was considered by many 
to be the “Dean” of the Civil Rights Movement in 
recognition of his more than 60 years of leader-
ship within the “Movement” in the United States.  
His work also covered issues in the Middle East 
and Africa.  

One of the issues that Dr. Lowery was most pas-
sionate about was voting rights.  He often said 
voting was a sacred right.  His memories of the 
poll tax and literacy test or qualifying exams, and 
police brutality meted out to citizens simply for 
seeking to exercise their constitutional rights 
was real and wrong to him.  He had seen it far too 
often while living and working in the Southern 
United States or what he preferred to call: “be-
hind the cotton curtain.” Therefore, after leaving 
SCLC presidency in 1998, and declaring that “he 
was retired, but not tired,” Dr. Lowery and other 
noted civil rights, faith-based, social justice, and 
labor leaders, founded the Georgia Coalition on 
the People’s Agenda.    

The mission of the “People’s Agenda” is to 
strengthen citizens participation in the political 
process. The “People’s Agenda” also works to re-
alize the rights guaranteed by the U.S. constitu-

Remembering Dr. Joseph E. Lowery: 
Chaplain of the Common Good
by Helen Butler

tion for everyone, and to secure the rights en-
shrined in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, that affirms all governments should be 
based on the will of the people, as expressed 
in regular fair and credible elections, and that 
everyone has the right to take part in public 
life, as voters or as candidates.   
It was truly an honor for me to be able become 
a part of this great organization and to meet 
all the legends of the Civil Rights movement 
through Dr. Joseph E. Lowery – Rev. James Or-
ange, Rita Samuels, Rev. Fred Taylor, Repre-
sentative Tyrone Brooks, J. T. Johnson, Dr. C.T. 
Vivian, Ambassador Andrew Young, Rev. Fred 
Shuttleworth, Lula Williams, Cleo Orange, 
Juanita Abernathy, Amelia Boynton, and hun-
dreds others through the pilgrimage back to 
Selma or other actions in states and commu-
nities that impacted the least of these.  

I could spend this time talking about learn-
ing the strategies of the “Movement” and be-
ing able to meet the movers and shakers of 
the world including Presidents and govern-
ment officials, but I believe, the most import-
ant things that one could say about Dr. Low-
ery would be his involvement in uplifting and 
improving the conditions of our communities 
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until the day he died.  

Under Dr. Lowery’s leadership, The Peoples 
Agenda, while focused on Georgia, also regu-
larly convened southern regional meetings to 
share and discuss common challenges.  The 
organization also provided insights and les-
sons learned to others regarding how to de-
velop sustainable social justice coalitions like 
“The People’s Agenda” in Alabama, Florida, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Tennessee.  Its Executive Director, Ms. 
Helen Butler is one of the most recognized 
voting rights activists in the Southern United 
States.  

The People’s Agenda was among the first orga-
nizations in Georgia that perfected the idea of 
ongoing voter registration.  It was also among 
the first organizations to work with the immi-
grant communities, especially African immi-
grants, and taxi drivers to provide rides to the 
polls.  At its weekly Tuesday lunchtime meet-
ings, Peoples Agenda leaders offer reports 
that are usually focused on nine key areas.  
The People’s Agenda meetings are perhaps 
the most diverse social justice meetings in the 
City of Atlanta. The work of the organization 
has been widely recognized across the United 
States and by the state of Georgia.

There are so many issues that the People’s 
Agenda addressed under Dr. Lowery’s leader-
ship that they are too numerous to mention in 
this article.  However, below are five highlights 
that provide the reader with a sense of the 
scope and importance of Dr. Lowery’s work at 
the People’s Agenda on civil and human rights, 
peace, immigration, and social justice.
 
Dr. Lowery’s People’s Agenda Highlights
2003 Dr. Lowery and the People’s Agenda 
joined his long-time friend, Rev. James Or-
ange, to support the AFL-CIO’s backed Immi-
grant Workers Freedom Rides.  According to 
the New York Times, “Borrowing a page from 
the civil rights movement, immigrants’ rights 
groups announced … that they would stage an 
updated version of the 1960’s Freedom Rides by 

sending 18 buses across the nation to draw atten-
tion to the plight of many immigrants.  Dr. Lowery 
welcomed the marchers to Atlanta and challenged 
them to remain faithful.  He reminded them that 
it was through the work of the Civil Rights Move-
ment that in 1965, the United States passed the 
Immigration Nationality Act and finally repealed 
the 1924 National Origins Act that was designed to 
limit migration from Southern and Eastern Euro-
pean countries.  The migrant workers gained in-
spiration from the Atlanta visit and in 2006 were 
able to organize immigrant rights demonstration 
across the United States in more than 100 cities.  

2005 Dr. Lowery and the People’s Agenda, helped 
to convene a National Commission on the Vot-
ing Rights Act that reviewed progress made 1982 
– 2005. The National Commission on the Voting 
Rights Act was established by the Lawyers’ Com-
mittee for Civil Rights Under Law, a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan civil rights organization, in conjunc-
tion with the civil rights community. Its purpose 
was to determine whether serious and widespread 
vote discrimination has continued since the Act’s 
last major reauthorization in 1982. To this end, the 
Commission held ten hearings across the nation 
from March through October 2005, at which more 
than 100 witnesses testified. After examining tes-
timony from these hearings, as well as documents 
entered into the record and information obtained 
from governmental, legal, media and scholarly 
sources, the Commission prepared a report that 
helped influence the extension of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act for another 25 years.  

2006 Dr. Lowery eulogized Mrs. Coretta Scott 
King.  In front of four former U.S. presidents and 
the then current President, Dr. Lowery stepped 
into the middle of a major controversy that in-
cluded threats from President George W. Bush 
that he would not attend Mrs. King’s funeral if hu-
man rights activist Harry Belafonte were on the 
program.  Belafonte had referred to Bush as a ter-
rorist during a speech about his opposition to the 
War in Iraq.  Belafonte was not allowed to speak. 
However, Dr. Lowery drew a standing ovation at 
the funeral when he openly criticized the War in 
Iraq, saying: “For war, billions more, but no more 
for the poor” and “Coretta knew there weren’t 
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no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.”   The 
comment drew head shakes from then-president 
George Bush and his father, former president 
George HW Bush, who were seated behind the 
pulpit.

2006 Dr. Lowery and the People’s Agenda joined 
local and national peace activists to lead one of 
the largest peace marches in the south.  More 
than 10,000 people marched from the Georgia 
State Capitol to Piedmont Park chanting end 
the war now.  At the rally, Dr. Lowery energized 
the protesters by saying “ain’t gonna study war 
no more, because we have march to long, bled 
to profusely, and died to young, to let a cowboy 
from Texas to turn us around.

2008 Dr. Lowery worked tirelessly to help the 
first African American president of the United 
States to get elected.  Unlike most Black politi-
cians and Civil Rights Leaders, who supported 
Hilary Clinton, Dr. Lowery saw a different path 
to the White House and publicly backed Barack 
Obama, a young senator from Illinois whom few 
people had even heard of. When Obama won, Dr. 
Lowery was asked to do the benediction at the 
historic inauguration.  After opening with lines 
from the Black National Anthem he concluded 
with the following, one of his signature closing 
messages: 

“Lord, in the memory of all the saints who from 
their labors rest, and in the joy of a new begin-
ning, we ask you to help us work for that day 
when black will not be asked to get [in] back, 
when brown can stick around, when yellow will 
be mellow, when the red man can get ahead, 
man; and when white will embrace what is right. 
Let all those who do justice and love mercy say 
Amen! Say Amen! And Amen!”
Of Obama’s election, Dr. Lowery described it as 
a turning point in the nation’s history.  In fact, 
he believed “that America was in the process of 
being born again.”  

2009 President Obama awarded Dr. Lowery the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest ci-
vilian honor in the US, in recognition of long 
service in the battle for racial equality.  In char-

acteristic Lowery fashion, he shared the Medal 
of Freedom with the community of people he 
worked with at a celebration sponsored by the 
People’s Agenda at famous Paschal’s Restaurant 
in Atlanta, Georgia. At the occasion, Dr. Lowery 
said, “this medal belongs to all of you, but I’m 
going to keep it for now.”

2015 Dr. Lowery and the People’s Agenda con-
vened the 50th Anniversary Voting Rights Act 
Luncheon held at Wheat Street Baptist Church. 
It was the only major observance of the Voting 
Rights Act in the country.  Noted participants 
included: Congressman John Lewis, Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, Ambassador Andrew Young, Hon. Mar-
tin Luther King III, Attorney Wade Henderson, 
Peoples Agenda Executive Director, Ms. Hel-
en Butler, Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, Dr. Keith 
Jennings, President of the Human Rights Foun-
dation, and Peoples Agenda Board Member Ms. 
Rita Samuels, who also headed the Georgia Co-
alition of Black Women and Mr. Gregory Moore, 
Executive Director of the NAACP National Vot-
er Fund.  The event also featured morning and 
afternoon dialogues on the restoration of the 
Voting Rights Act following the Supreme Court’s 
Shelby v. Holder decision coordinated by Mar-
cia Johnson-Blanco of the Lawyers Committee 
for Civil Rights Under the Law. The gathering 
was cosponsored by the African American Hu-
man Rights Foundation and Realizing the Dream 
Foundation. 
 
One of the most touching events I recall him re-
sponding to was the criminalization of our edu-
cators in the Atlanta Public School system and I 
want to share his statement in its entirety below:

“A Pound of Flesh”
By Rev. Joseph E. Lowery

 
In Shakespeare’s “Merchant of Venice” a pros-

ecutorial team demanded a pound of flesh 
from a man who owed a debt he seemed un-

able to pay.  But, before they could secure the 
‘pound of flesh’, a lawyer named Portia came 
forward and in beautiful and eloquent words, 

proclaimed,
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“The quality of mercy is not strained.

It droppeth as the gentle rain from 
heaven

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:
It blesseth him that gives and him that 

takes.
Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes

The throned monarch better than his 
crown.

His scepter shows the force of temporal 
power,

The attribute to awe and majesty,
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of 

kings.
But mercy is above this sceptered sway;

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings;
It is an attribute of God himself;

And earthly power doth then show like 
God’s

When mercy seasons justice.”

My heart is broken at this sad state of af-
fairs. I beg Judge Baxter, as I did in con-
versation with District Attorney Howard, 
to listen to Attorney Portia and set aside 

‘the pound of flesh’.
 
The teacher’s behavior was unacceptable 
without a doubt.  But “racketeering” had 
no business in this equation.  When we 
think of the Racketeer Influenced and Cor-
rupt Organizations (RICO) Act, we think of 
gangsters, mobsters, gamblers, and hard-
core criminals.  We do not think of teach-
ers.  We do not think of the Atlanta Public 
School system.  And we shouldn’t. Teachers 
and the APS are and have always been the 
bedrock of our community.  They are our 
mothers and fathers, our wives and hus-
bands, our caretakers and providers.  We 
let them down.  We are all at fault.
 
In the name of mercy, I urge the judge to 
require all the educators as part of their 
probation to teach, mentor and serve the 
children who have been wounded by this 
debacle toward recovery and healing.  All of 

us must share some of the blame.
 
On this fateful day of sentencing, eight people were 
condemned to a total of 33 years in prison, 57 years 
probation, 12,000 hours of community service and 
almost $100,000 in fines.  These numbers are ridic-
ulous.  What statement have we made?  What point 
have we proven?  
 
Each and every one of us is a victim of a crime much 
greater than any of us can fathom.  It is a crime bur-
ied deep in the legacy of our struggle, borne on the 
backs of those brought here in chains that today still 
shackle too many of us entrusted to do far better than 
what we have done.  We choose not to remember that 
legacy, and instead be blinded by our own ambitions 
and self-righteous causes.  This prosecution and 
condemnation may not have been of racial motiva-
tion, but the greatest victim in this process is most 
assuredly the Black community.  Never before have 
I known such a punishment.  In my near century on 
this earth, I have seen far worse crimes given far less 
punishment.  I only hope that we understand that it 
is not just those who were sentenced today who must 
consider the consequences of their actions.  We are 
all at fault.  We should all share the blame.  Each of us 
must take some responsibility.

Conclusion
When Dr. Lowery passed away, President Barak 
Obama paid tribute to him, by calling him a giant who 
changed the face of America. Obama further stated, 
“Rev Joseph Lowery was a giant who let so many of 
us stand on his shoulders…with boundless generos-
ity, patience, and moral courage, he mentored and 
encouraged a whole new generation of activists and 
leaders.”  As it has been stated elsewhere, perhaps 
the greatest tribute we can make to the memory of 
Dr. Lowery, is to commit ourselves to the work and 
the people he cared so deeply about” and to become 
“Chaplains of the Common Good”.  
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I met Reverend, Dr. CT Vivian, The Dean of 
Shaw University School of Divinity in 1974. 
Dr. Vivian had secured a grant to create 
the pioneering program Seminary With-
out Walls (SWW). This was a program that 
contracted top college and university pro-
fessors and leading scholars, that included 
Dr. James Cone, Dr. Saint Clair Drake, Dr. 
Vincent Harding, Dr. Ben Jochannan and 
more to lecture a whole semester’s course 
on reel-to reel tape. The courses were 
then edited and transferred to cassette 
tape. A manual was written to go with the 
cassette tapes. This was an opportunity for 
ministers that had been called to the pul-
pit, but did not have a Theology degree, to 
take these self study courses and get their 
degrees in Theology. This was a very inno-
vative idea that Dr. Vivian created.

When we met, Dr. Vivian and I had an in-
stant spiritual connection, as well as a 
sense of camaraderie. I recall that he had 
a statue of a train on a railroad track on 
his desk that said “you can be on the right 
track, but if you just sit there you will get 
run over.” I had gone to Shaw to interview 

IN MEMORIAM

My Friend 
Mentorand 

Written by Don Rivers
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for the position of Audio Director 
for SWW. At the time I was working 
for WBT Radio Station in Charlotte 
as a producer. I was offered and ac-
cepted the position. Thus began my 
journey under the dynamic tutelage 
of my beloved Mentor.

Seminary Without Walls operated 
out of Maserve Hall, which was a 
three story mansion that formerly 
served as the housing for the past 
Presidents of Shaw University. Dr. 
Vivian traveled from Atlanta to Ra-

leigh on Mondays and back to Atlanta on Fridays when he was not traveling around the 
World. When he was in Raleigh, he would stay in Maserve Hall. When I moved to Raleigh, 
Dr. Vivian invited me to stay in the attic.

I lived in the attic about one month then moved into an apartment complex that had great 
amenities including swimming pools and tennis court, thus providing us with various ac-
tivities to stay fit.

Whenever he was in town, Dr. Vivian would stay with me. We worked long hours and to 
unwind we would run four miles, play tennis, swim or listen to jazz music. We did at least 
two of these activities every day. I looked forward to him being in town because I had nev-
er met anyone who was so dynamic and spiritual. I was 21 and could not believe that a 51 
year old gentleman had so much energy and grace. I became a sponge as I observed how 
he genuinely cared about the Human Race. For example I was driving Dr. Vivian to a meet-
ing. It was storming and the rain was pouring down. We came to a stop sign and an old 
White gentleman who looked to be homeless walked in front of the car in the crosswalk. 
Dr. Vivian put his head in his hands and bursts out crying. I asked him what was wrong 
and he raised his head with tears running down his face and said “I wonder what brought 
this gentleman to this point in his Life”. This is but one of many indelible memories of Dr. 
Vivian’s caring nature that I cherish. Dr. Vivian was a gentle, courageous, no nonsense 
man and loved ALL living things and had no barriers.

He lived by principles that I attempt to live by on a daily basis which are “Truth, Ethics, 
Respect, Justice and Love.” He was about the People, the Community and Serving. He lived 
a Life of unselfishness and has never looked for or wanted any recognition. He truly lived 
by the Greek word Agape, “Giving unselfishly without looking for anything in return”. 
These experiences were the basis for our life long friendship.

I would not have traveled and met all the Beautiful and Spiritual People that I have met 
if it was not for me being Dr. Vivian’s Humble Servant and Friend. The World is a better 
place because of Dr. Vivian. It’s like a part of my Heart is gone because I loved him so 
much. I am missing him tremendously.
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John Lewis: A Founding 
Father of a better America
Three former presidents, thousands of admirers mourn ‘Boy 
from Troy’



IN MEMORIAM

Three American presidents showed up July 30th 
to laud a man born 80 years ago in a three-room 
shotgun house to sharecroppers in rural Alabama.

A fourth president’s regards were read to attendees 
that included Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, 
Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms, members of 
Congress and civil rights icons who marched with 
Lewis and to those listening to the national broad-
cast from Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church.

“What a gift John Lewis was,” said former Presi-
dent Barack Obama. “We were all so lucky to have 
had him walk with us for a while. And show us the 
way. I am proud that John Lewis was a friend of 
mine. He was a good and kind and gentle man and 
he believed in us. Even when we don’t believe in 
ourselves.”

Memories, funny stories, heroic tales, songs, scrip-
ture and prayers were shared, as at a funeral for 
any Christian. But many speakers’ words also car-
ried the political tension of the times, references 
to recent events and the coming elections. Those 

tensions were reflected in Lewis’ own last words, a letter he left to be read the day of his funeral.

“Ordinary people with extraordinary vision can redeem the soul of America by getting in what I 
call good trouble, necessary trouble,” the letter reads. ”Voting and participating in the democratic 
process are key. The vote is the most powerful nonviolent change agent you have in a democratic 
society. You must use it because it is not guaranteed. You can lose it.”

“I just loved him,” said former President Bill Clinton, “I always will, and I am so grateful that he 
stayed true to form. He has gone up yonder and left us with marching orders.”

In his eulogy, Obama carefully reconstructed Lewis’ life, from his days growing up in his hometown 
of Troy to the courage he showed during the civil rights movement to his dignity as a 33-year-mem-
ber of the U.S. House of Representatives.
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“The life of John Lewis was in so many ways 
exceptional,” Obama said. “It vindicated the 
faith in our founding. It redeemed that faith. 
That most American of ideas — that any of us, 
ordinary people without rank or wealth or ti-
tle or fame, can somehow point out the imper-
fections of this nation. And come together and 
challenge the status quo. And decide that it is 
in our nature to remake this country that we 
love.”

Obama said that on the battlefield of justice, 
Americans like Lewis, the Rev. Joseph Lowery 
and the Rev. C.T. Vivian, all of whom died this 
year and to whom he each gave a Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, helped liberate the country.
“America was built by people like that. He, as 
much as anyone in history, brought this coun-
try a little closer to our highest ideals,” Obama 
said. “And someday, when we do finish that long 
journey toward freedom, when we do form a 
more perfect union…whether it is a year from 
now or decades or even if it takes another two 
centuries, John Lewis will be a founding father 
of that fuller, fairer, better America.”

Obama veered into the times and a warning, 
bringing up images of racist Alabama Police 
Commissioner Bull Conner and former Gov. 
George Wallace, and he aligned their actions to 
what is going on today with police brutality and 
voter intimidation and suppression.

“We may no longer have to guess the number 
of jellybeans in a jar to cast a ballot. But even 
as we sit here there are those in power who 
are doing their darnedest to discourage peo-
ple from voting by closing polling locations and 
targeting minorities and students with restric-
tive ID laws and attacking our voting rights 
with surgical precision,” Obama said. “Even 
undermining the postal service in the run up 
to an election that is going to be dependent on 
mail-in ballots.”

Hours before the funeral, President Trump float-
ed the idea of delaying the Nov. 3 general elec-
tion, questioning whether mail-in votes could be 
trusted.

“I know this is a celebration of John’s life,” Obama 
said. “There are some who might say we shouldn’t 
dwell on such things. But that’s why I’m talking 
about it. John Lewis devoted his time on this earth 
to fighting the very attacks on democracy and 
what’s best in America that we’re seeing circulate 
right now.”

Former Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell, who served 
on Atlanta’s City Council with Lewis decades ago 
and remained a close friend told the crowd: “In 
the last days of his life, when we both knew that 
death was imminent, I desperately wanted to tell 
John how much he meant to me and the country. 
But in a solemn moment, he pulled me closer and 
he whispered, ‘everyone has to vote in November. 
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It is the most important election ever.’”

Former President George W. Bush spoke of Lewis’ famous compassion and forgiveness and referred 
to a time when Republicans like himself and Democrats like Lewis could share common ground.
“Listen, John and I had our disagreements of course,” he said.

Their conflict started when Lewis boycotted Bush’s 2001 inauguration after the contentious 2000 
election. But they ended up working together on issues like voting rights laws and the building of 
the National Museum of African American History and Culture. Bush also signed legislation extend-
ing for 25 years the Voting Rights Act, the historic 1965 law which opened polls to millions of black 
Americans by outlawing racist voting practices in the South.

“But in the America John Lewis fought for and the America I believe in, differences of opinion are 
inevitable elements and evidence of democracy in action,” said Bush, who got a standing ovation 
when he was introduced by the Rev. Raphael Warnock.

“We the people, including congressmen and presidents, can have different views on how to affect 
our union while sharing the conviction that our nation, however flawed, is a good and noble one. We 
live in a better and nobler country today because of John Lewis.”

Other speakers, great and small, gave their remembrances of Lewis.

Tybre Faw, a 12-year-old who once traveled seven hours to see Lewis and was greeted by a hug, read 
Lewis’ favorite poem, “Invictus.”

Atlanta icon Xernona Clayton left the audience chuckling after telling how she finagled to set up 
Lewis with his late wife Lillian Miles, and how long it took the relationship to get off the ground be-
cause the shy and reserved “John was too slow.”
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Because of the corona virus, seating in the church was limited and hundreds watched from outside 
on a big screen.

As his casket was carried out, they sang “Good Trouble” and “We Shall Overcome.”

“He was so special to so many of us,” Chip Joyner said. “The movement for equality that we celebrate 
today, he started. I could not let the day go by without paying my last respects.”

Earlier, wearing Lewis or Black Lives Matter T-shirts and masks, mourners lined Auburn Avenue to 
have their voices heard. Other’s camped out beneath the John Lewis Mural Auburn Avenue, remind-
ing others to vote.

Olu Burgess, a security consultant from the Augusta area, was taking photos at the nearby mural to 
send to relatives in Washington, D.C.

”He’s our hero. He’s our warrior and celebrating him is extremely important,” he said stressing that 
Lewis’ work not only benefited African Americans but all Americans.

After the funeral, Lewis was taken to South-View Cemetery, where was buried next to his late wife 
Lillian.

At the grave site after Warnock performed a brief ceremony, a 21-gun salute and the folding of an 
American flag, Lewis family members placed white roses on his casket while white doves were re-
leased.

Her eyes red from crying, Jamila Thompson, Lewis’ congressional deputy chief of staff tried not to 
mourn Lewis, but celebrate him offering stories of how he worked every day to make everyone feel 
special and worthy.

“I think that is what I am going to miss the most, his laugh,” Thompson said, smiling. “Not the laugh 
you would see on television. But when he would laugh from his heart, his belly, his soul.”

Like Rev. King
and the SCLC, 
AEA fights for
better futures
for all people.

ALABAMA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
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By: Maurice G. Sholas, MD, PhD
Sholas Medical Consulting, LLC

In 2019, a novel corona virus presented and began infecting humans, leading to 
a worldwide pandemic. In those most severely affected, the virus caused a se-
vere respiratory syndrome. Therefore, it was named severe acute respiratory syn-
drome corona virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). This is the virus that causes the corona virus 
disease. Thus, the disease is labeled COVID-19 for the virus and its year of origin. 
The global COVID-19 pandemic ultimately impacted the United States. As the data 
emerged, public health professionals and community health advocates sounded 
the alarm that the pandemic had a disparate impact on Black, Latinx and Native 
American populations in the United States. Data reported from multiple jurisdic-
tions showed a disproportionate impact of COVID-19 when measuring death rates 
and infection rates in these groups when compared to White populations.  As race 
is a social construct and not a biological one, there is nothing genetic about these 
groups that would explain these disparities. These differences among vulnerable 
communities reflect known health outcome disparities in other care areas and 
disease processes.  They are the lingering and profound effect of institutional and 
systemic racism.  A common vignette demonstrates an example of this phenomenon.   

COVID-19: How a health pandemic 
became a nightmare for marginalized 
populations in the United States & 
what we can do to help
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Mabel is a 65-year-old Black woman from a lower socio-economic status group 
in a major United States City.  She lives in a neighborhood distant to the tertiary 
care medical centers equipped to treat patients with severe COVID-19 infections.  
She is insured through the state based Medicaid program but has been unable to 
find a primary care doctor that accepts her insurance.  She does not have a car 
and uses public transportation to buy groceries and go to work.  Food delivery 
services do not service her neighborhood.  She develops some fatigue one day 
but does not think much of it.  As her symptoms progress, she is not aware that 
she has the virus because testing centers in her area require a prescription from 
a doctor.  She cannot get one, as she has no primary care provider.  Her com-
plaints are not severe enough to meet criteria to be tested without a doctor’s 
prescription.  So she stays home, visited by concerned family members, until she 
is so ill she must go by ambulance to a hospital.  Once there, her infection is so 
severe, she needs to be placed on a ventilator in the intensive care unit.  She has 
exposed countless persons while she was moving around the community to ac-
complish standard life tasks.  She exposed friends and family who came to check 
on her as she became more ill.  She was not able to get care until her disease 
process was advanced.  Thus, she will have a long and expensive hospital course 
and risks death. In addition, she propagated the infection in her community.   
The root cause of her challenges is not personal ambivalence or non-compliance.  
They are soundly related to access to care and the effects of poverty on health.  

The impact of the virus was not just on health as it relates directly to respira-
tory infection. The measures proposed to contain the virus changed our health 
care system. Outpatient visits deemed elective were postponed and non-essen-
tial surgical/procedural interventions were canceled. These actions were taken 
primarily to preserve personal protective equipment (PPE), which was in short 
supply in key healthcare service areas. A secondary effect was to decrease ac-
cess to care, which already was a challenge for marginalized communities.  The 
irony of this impact is that Americans with obesity, diabetes, heart disease and 
respiratory diseases were at risk for worse outcomes and death from COVID-19 
infection.  And, those were the patients who had a more difficult time access-
ing hospitals and their medical provider teams to keep these conditions under 
control as COVID-19 raged across the country.  To return to Mabel, she had di-
abetes.  Her lack of having a primary care doctor meant that she got most of 
her diabetes care through urgent care centers and the emergency room.  During 
COVID-19 outbreaks, those places were closed to non-COVID patients.  Thus, pri-
or to and while Mabel was becoming infected with the corona virus, her diabetes 
got under worse control.   The focusing of resources on COVID-19 left fewer re-
sources for basic care of existing health conditions.  That magnifies the risks of 
death and serious illness for members of marginalized communities like Mabel.  

The public heath response to control the spread of COVID-19 has centered on 
some key policy actions.  Businesses moved to remote work model or downsized 
their workforce. These actions had financial impacts. According to the US Bureau 
of Labor and Statistics, in 2017-2018 less than one in five black workers and only 
one in six Latinx workers were able to work from home. That translates to nearly 
8 in 10 workers from these marginalized communities who are not able to avoid 
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community exposure as a means of protecting themselves and their household 
from transmission.  Families literally had to choose between making a living and 
risking their healthy life. Higher-wage workers are six times more likely to be 
able to work from home as compared to lower-wage workers. This means the dis-
tribution of the suffering from COVID-19 infection is inequitable and targets low-
er socio-economic classes. There was also the loss of millions of jobs during the 
COVID-19 epidemic. According to the US Department of Labor, at the peak of the 
crisis, there were 26.5 million initial jobless claims adding to the 7.1 million Amer-
icans already unemployed. The total figure of 33 million unemployed Americans is 
the highest level recorded since 1934.  Families earning through manual labor and 
the service, restaurant, hospitality and tourism industries contribute dispropor-
tionately to these data. The loss of livelihood caused by measures to control the 
spread of COVID-19 will change resources available to families during stressful 
times. These effects will not be felt equally across all communities.   In Mabel’s 
case, she worked as 
a server at a neigh-
borhood restaurant.  
During the course of 
her illness, the restau-
rant went out of busi-
ness due to lack of 
customers and the 
effects of social distancing requirements.   Thus, in addition to recovering 
from a catastrophic illness, were she was in the intensive care unit for weeks, 
there was a personal financial crisis affecting Mabel and all in her family who 
depend on her income.  This situation leads to food instability, housing in-
stability and adds significant stress to all touched by the loss of employment.  

Finally, families under financial stress from health crises, employment chal-
lenges, psychosocial stress from being isolated from their community support 
structure, and overall anxiety about the ongoing effects of COVID-19 pandem-
ic, there is a risk of increasing domestic violence and abuse.  According to the 
Center for Disease Control’s violence prevention initiative, familial stress, un-
employment, economic stress, and increased isolation are risk factors for do-
mestic/intimate partner violence. The American Psychological Association 
raised similar alarms noting a 2019 study of populations following Hurricane 
Harvey in Texas with higher rates of domestic violence and child abuse.   It is 
critical to not just support Mabel, but her children and grandchildren witness-
ing and involved in the COVID-19 epidemic and subsequent financial calamity.   

Faith based groups, non-governmental agencies and private foundations are cru-
cial resources to stabilize communities grappling with the impact of COVID-19.  
They can advocate for access to care and access to testing for communities of 
color historically marginalized.  They can provide factual and timely information 
about COVID-19 infections and ways to mitigate that risk in a culturally compe-
tent manner that reaches typically overlooked audiences. These entities can also 
hold accountable local, state and federal elected officials in their responsibility to 
protect the health and welfare of the citizenry.   We are all involved in a massive 

“ We must ensure that marginalized communi-
ties, like Black, Latinx, and Native American 

populations, do not continue to be dispropor-
tionately impacted in a negative way by this 

health catastrophe.”
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group project to fight this infection.  As a country dealing with COVID-19, we will 
not be judged by the individuals and outliers that are able to advocate and protect 
themselves.  We will be able to contain and move past this pandemic only if we 
include and elevate the least among us.  

We have to work to protect ourselves by:  wearing a mask in public, keeping six feet 
away from people you do not live with, washing our hands frequently, and avoid 
touching our faces.  We also have to care about and work to support persons like 
Mabel in our community.  This is a time where the community and collective are as 
important as individual and personal interests.  We must ensure that marginalized 
communities, like Black, Latinx, and Native American populations, do not contin-
ue to be disproportionately impacted in a negative way by this health catastrophe.  
There are 328.2 million people living in the United States.  As of September 2020, 
only 20% (6.55 million) have been infected with COVID-19.  With 194,000 deaths, 
the death rate exceeds that of the common flu and represents a significant and 
profound loss of life.  However, 97% of those infected with COVID-19 have survived.  
As time passes, data will show which percentage of them recover fully versus which 
percentage of them will be left with a lifetime of residual effects.  It is in all of 
our interest to make certain that this does not become yet another chronic condi-
tion negatively affecting the health of Black, Latinx and Native American groups.  

 Dr. Maurice Sholas is the Prin-
cipal for Sholas Medical Consulting, 
LLC.  In this capacity, he is charged 
with solving operational challenges 
for individual practitioners, hos-
pitals and health care agencies.  In 
additional he is a subject matter ex-
pert on children with special health 
care needs.  He previously served as 
a Senior Medical Director for mul-
tiple Children’s Hospitals and he 
has founded multiple programs in 
Pediatric Rehabilitation Medicine. 
Dr. Sholas’ work, whether clinical 
or administrative, is focused on op-
timizing function and advocating 
for the marginalized.  
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The working men and women of the UAW proudly 
support the SCLC and your commitment to achieve social, 

economic, and political justice. 

 Dr. Sholas was born in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  He has traveled the country gath-
ering the educational tools needed for a career that serves children with congenital and 
acquired physical disabilities as a specialist in Pediatric Rehabilitation Medicine. For 
college, he returned to Louisiana to attend Southern University; majoring in Biology 
with an emphasis in Spanish.   The skill set acquired through school and research ac-
tivities during the summers, allowed a smooth transition to the MD-PhD Program at 
Harvard Medical School.   In addition to Medical Education, this program allowed Dr. 
Sholas to receive a terminal degree in the study of Neuroscience.  Next, graduate medical 
education was completed in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at the University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.  Subspecialty training at the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago in Pediatric Rehabilitation Medicine followed this Internship and 
Residency experience.  Concurrent with decades of clinical practice, Dr. Sholas founded 
Sholas Medical Consulting, LLC.        

 Dr. Sholas’ pursuit of intellectual achievement is matched only by his pursuit of 
advocacy.  He feels strongly that every segment of the population has a contribution to 
make.  Equity and empathy are key.  Only through advocacy and inclusion can the many 
voices be heard, consensus reached, and true democracy flourish. He embodies the belief 
that being a good citizen is a prerequisite to being a great physician/administrator.  
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ver the last few years there has been an ongoing trend of blatant 
Black brand suppression by white-owned media companies. From 
Steve Harvey to the Rapper Boosie on up to the Nation of Islam, if 
the white man’s media machines have decided against any Black 
narratives then they will take it upon themselves to silence us.

Regardless of your view on this subject, the truth is the truth. The blaring truth 
is that white America has made it clear that our Black realities and Black views 
are secondary to their beliefs about what is appropriate for public consump-
tion. 

Think about that for a second. Is there a hard push to silence any of these white 
supremacy organizations on their television networks, Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, or any of these other digital platforms? Is there? You know the an-
swer.

Regardless of how you or I feel about Steve Harvey, Boosie or The Nation of Is-
lam the fact is that America’s racist power structure has decided to silence our 
people on ‘their platforms.’ With all our combined resources and technology 
why do we still operate on ‘their’ platforms anyway?

For the last decade I have been an advocate for creating our own media ma-
chines and digital platforms away from America’s racially bias media empires. 
In a recent article Steve Harvey praised himself about being the first to set up 
a talk show to be released on Facebook which will be airing within the next few 
months. Even though his audience is larger than mine, Steve Harvey is very 
wrong in this announcement. Over the last decade I have created 5 different 
successful talk shows that were aired on Facebook, long before Steve Harvey 
or Jada Pinkett- Smith even thought about it. I assessed the Facebook platform 
a decade ago and decided to use it for much more than posting pictures of 
chicken dinners and my latest collection of footwear. Once my shows gained 
traction, I began shortening the clips and moving followers of my content to 
my website to view my shows in their entireties. This began years ago, a decade 
ago. 

What I realized back then is if you have an audience it is up to you to create your 
own content then take your audience to your own platform, after advertising 
for free on those popular white-owned platforms. The days of needing tradi-
tional television networks and even these social media platforms were over. 

If you can create your content, refine your content, grow your audience and 
drive them directly to your own platform away from YouTube, Facebook , Ins-
tagram and all of the other white-owned media machines then you can control 
your voice. You can monetize your message.

Sadly, too many of our leaders and celebrities do not have the right thinkers 
and doers within their camps. Why would Steve Harvey host a show on Face-
book, another white man’s platform, at this stage of his career? It makes abso-
lutely no sense. Building his own network where he can create content that will N
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be available directly to his supporters is the way to go. Using the white man’s platforms to air his 
commercials is the only thing that makes sense for his brand. 

Why would the Nation of Islam depend on YouTube or anyone’s platform to get their messages out? 
The Nation of Islam is big enough to create their own media machines without needing any of these 
platforms to support them. Then when looking at the rapper Boosie, who was banned from Insta-
gram, the same thing is going on with his brand. Why would he rely on Instagram? Why not build 
your own network for others like himself who would support his culture?

So how does all of this apply to you? At a point in America it was impossible for Blacks to own com-
mercial Real Estate and even today it is still nearly impossible to do so in most areas. Times have 
changed, somewhat, and we are still struggling with owning our digital and physical commercial 
Real Estate to connect directly with our consumers. How is that possible? Answer: a lack of cre-
ativity and utterly understanding the power of the digital landscape. If you can think of it, have the 
resources to build it, then you can do it and be it. It is really that simple.

Once you can build a following from providing your products and services then you can attract them 
to your location, regardless of where it is. If you don’t have the money to purchase a movie theater 
you can always build a digital platform to show the movies of your choice to your followers. Regard-
less of your products, the digital platforms that can be created by you and your team will cut the op-
pressor mostly out of your process. You can do it with the right investments in your brand and tools.

We are not looking at this correctly. Why would you build your business solely on a platform owned 
by an oppressor who can shut you down at any point in time for discriminatory reasons? Playing 
the long and smart digital game will put you in a position to win the entire game…one game after 
another.

Here are a few tips that can help you play this digital game in ways that will empower you to control 
the board better.

If you are an established brand with a battle-tested fan base you should add members to your in-
ner-team who can build your digital platforms for you. We have so many Black tech entrepreneurs, 
underemployed and unemployed techies who can step in to help with this. Build everything in-
house, have contracts in place to protect your ideas legally. Build an amazing website that can host 
all your content for your consumers. Build your email list and email campaign. Start pushing your 
followers and friends to sign-up for your email list. You should always be able to reach your true 
supporters directly without having to rely on these social media networks. Start pulling your sup-
porters away from these social platforms to engage with your brand directly. Create an amazing 
email campaign that can be released monthly to support all that is happening with your brand. 
Invest in your digital platforms, just like commercial property. You should always work to upgrade 
your digital presence and customers’ digital experience. Do not be afraid to spend money on your 
brand. These digital plays will cost you a fraction of what a brick and mortar location would cost.    

These are just a few ideas to hopefully open your eyes to how important it is to own and groom your 
digital landscape. This is the first time in our American history we can position ourselves in the 
marketplace without all the restrictions placed on us by America for being Black entrepreneurs. 
We did not get our 40 acres and a mule, but we do have websites, email campaigns, technology, and 
unlimited digital bandwidth. Now is the time to change our way of thinking and elevate our usage of 
technology to build stronger Black brands which will build stronger Black communities.
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Community leader, artist, and CEO, 
Okeeba Jubalo, is a visionary pioneer 
for the advancement of African Amer-
ican art and business in Atlanta. Jubalo 
has helped push the culture forward and 
create opportunities for others through 
his marketing and branding agency, No-
bleSol Art Group. His agency’s clients list 
has included The Morehouse College Na-
tional Alumni Association and The Atlan-
ta Dream along with many others. He has 
curated and been featured in several fine 
art exhibitions as well. 
 
Jubalo has over 25 years of experience 
in the art industry ranging from music, 
fine art, branding to graphic design. He 
is also publisher of Young Black Entre-
preneur Magazine.

Gray Television and our employees 
honor the life and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

May his wisdom, words and dreams 
continue to shape our hearts and 
minds for years to come.

King Jr.
1929 – 1968

I n  H o n o r o f

Dr. Martin Luther
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We Join SCLC in Honoring the Memory 
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first laid my Atlanta-born eyes on Joseph Echols 
Lowery back in 1969 at age 19 and it had nothing 
to do with civil rights and everything to do with a 
band I played in which performed for a teen party 

at Central  United Methodist Church on Mitchell Street 
in the city’s west side community. It happened to be 
Dr Lowery’s first pastorate in Atlanta. He had been to 
my hometown several times as a co-founder and board 
chair of a then 12-year-old civil rights organization as 
borne from the 1955 Montgomery (Alabama) Bus boycott 
initially called the Southern Leadership Conference. 

Lowery, then pastoring in Mobile, Alabama, was one of 
the handful of Black preachers who came together to 
determine what to do with the Movement started De-
cember 1 of 1955 thanks to the refusal of resolute sister 
and Tuskegee, Alabama native Rosa McCauley Parks to 
sit down rather than stand up when ordered to sur-
render her seat to a white man on a Montgomery bus 
by bigoted driver JL Blake (Mrs. Parks, by the way,  re-
membered him from an incident 20 years before with 
the same driver . But that’s a story for another time).

It would be another eight years, a brief attempt at col-
lege (Morehouse and Georgia State), and two years in 
the US Army which included service in Vietnam be-
fore I returned to my beloved Atlanta in 1973 to resume 
my broadcast/print career. It was at an assignment I 
received from WAOK Radio in 1977 to cover the SCLC 
convention being held in Atlanta that year that I got to 
meet Dr Lowery up close and personal. 

Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, then president of SCLC, 

 An Ode to Joseph 
Lowery:  The “Old 
Black Joe” I knew

Hal Lamar, who celebrated 
his 70th birthday January 
23, is now officially retired 
after a 51-year print/broad-
cast journalism career. “A 
lot of those years were spent 
shadowing Joe Lowery. 
Thanks to the editor of this 
publication, I got a chance 
to write about Dr. Lowery. 
Does that I mean that I got 
the last word?”

I

43 SCLC National  Magazine /  Fal l/  Winter 2020



had resigned the post amid criticisms he 
had lost control of the organization (since 
Martin Luther King’s assassination in 1968, 
many within the bowels of the group con-
tended publicly and privately that Dr. King 
had overstepped his bounds by announcing  
Abernathy would succeed him as president 
in the event of his demise without bene-
fit of screening other possible candidates 
and circumvented so-called “due process” 
procedures.) It would an anvil that hung 
over Dr. Abernathy’s head through the nine 
years of his presidency, four of which he 
served after first resigning the office on 
July 9, 1973 just ahead of the SCLC conven-
tion that year in Indianapolis, Indiana. I 
learned through my research for this ar-
ticle that Dr. Lowery, as chair of the or-
ganization’s board of directors, announced 
after a rather heated meeting of SCLC’s 
National Board of Directors on August 15th 
that they rejected Abernathy’s resignation. 
He rescinded it and served on until the 
20th SCLC National convention in Atlanta, 
the first of several I covered.  

The highlight of that convention, notwith-
standing Abernathy’s turning over the gav-
el to Lowery, was the latter’s acceptance 
speech which brought the house down at 
historic Ebenezer Baptist Church. I do re-
call he read the riot act to newly elected 
President Jimmy Carter just 6 months and 
28 days after the peanut pres from Plains, 
Georgia took office. 

“We’ve got a claim on you, Jimmy,” I re-
member Lowery saying, sounding more 
like a Baptist than a Methodist preach-
er ( I learned that hot afternoon of August 
18 that Methodist preachers “hoop” too!)  
“We might have to pull out our marching 
shoes,” he bellowed. “We’re going to tele-
graph you and if they don’t reach you, the 
tramp, tramp, tramp of our feet will reach 
you. We got a claim on the White House. 
We’re not going to lose by default.”
 

A whole lot of the big crowd that crammed 
Ebenezer that day were astounded. The 
Lowery I had met and got to know from 
1969 through his appointment as Fulton 
County representative to the board of 
the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority ( MARTA, initially came off to 
me, as scholarly and conservative, not 
fiery and didn’t seem the right fit for a 
socially activist group like SCLC.
  
I was wrong.
  
For 20 years after getting the baton 
from Abernathy in ’77. “ole black Joe” 
did not stop hooping. Notwithstanding 
the MARTA board experience of 24 years 
which included four as chair, there was 
also the business of breathing life back 
into SCLC which was mired in debt and 
thought by some to be as dead as a buz-
zard’s dinner. 

With a skeletal staff paid through CETA 
(Comprehensive Employment and Train-
ing Act) funding he inherited after tak-
ing over the group and actually pledging 
to only devote a year to the presidency, 
(he wound “re-upping” every year for the 
next 20 years”), he dived into his first 
foray in Cullman, Alabama in late 1978 
to defend Tommy Lee Hines, a mentally 
challenged black man convicted of rap-
ing three white women. That combative 
and controversial case set off days of 
protest marches, one which resulted in 
gunfire between the KKK and protesters 
in Decatur, Alabama which nearly re-
sulted in the death of Dr Lowery’s wife, 
Evelyn, who was following the march 
procession driving a green 1977 Buick. In 
1980, an appeals court overturned Hines’ 
30-year conviction.  
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As a radio reporter for three Atlan-
ta stations, WIGO (1973-1976), WAOK 
(1976-1980) and WABE-FM (1980-1984), I 
kept close tabs on Lowery and the SCLC 
through news conferences and one-
to-one interviews.  In 1980, I was as-
signed by National Public Radio (WABE 
was their local affiliate) to travel to 
the South Georgia city of Wrightsville 
(yes, the home of celebrated athlete 
Herschel Walker) to cover some ra-
cial unrest there. I traveled with col-
league Harmon Perry of Jet Magazine. 
On the outskirts of Wrightsville, Perry 
and I saw what Lowery and the SCLC 
were up against. A large contingent of 
Klan members surrounded the county 
courthouse, spied us in the car Perry 
had rented for the trip and started after 
us. We hurried on with deliberate speed 
in front of them and finally found some 
semblance of security in Wrightsville’s 
black community (the unpaved street 
was our clue)  

Dr. Lowery and the SCLC had a rally 
underway at a small AME Church there 
pastored by Rev. E.J. Wilson, a protest 
leader. Then, led by Lowery, about 200 
marchers took to the streets in a circu-
itous journey through the small town, 
encouraging others to join them, then 
winding its way back to the county 
courthouse and town square. 

The KKK was ready for us as Lowery, 
concerned but showing little fear on 
his face, strolled past the white hoods  
cheered on by  bigot J.B. Stoner, who all 
but ignored him and stepped  onto the 
county courthouse where a short (very 
short) rally was held . Protest leaders 
like Wilson and SCLC foot soldier Fred 
Taylor attempted to speak above the 
boisterous noise of the Klan and their 
confederates. 
 
The Wrightsville protest was hardly the 

end of challenges to Dr. Lowery and the SCLC. 
Until he decided to step down and pass the 
baton along in 1997, Dr Lowery would be both 
praised and assailed by sports commentator 
Howard Cosell who once referred to a Wash-
ington Redskins player as a “little monkey.” 
Cosell said he didn’t remember saying it, but 
if he did, it was meant as a compliment to the 
players’ ability and not a racial slur. 

Dr. Lowery did hear the remark and sent a 
telegram demanding an apology. But two 
years earlier, Lowery got flak from Jewish 
leadership for leading a delegation of Afri-
can-American clergy in a meeting with Pales-
tinian leader Yasar Arafat (PLO) to encourage 
establishment of a homeland for Palestine and 
reducing US aid to Israel ( I covered a meet-
ing between Lowery and Jewish leaders in At-
lanta and the criticism was strong enough to 
cut with a knife.  But to Lowery’s credit, he 
never backed away from his stance.).   

Admittedly, I too often criticized Doc Joe’s 
leadership and questioned publicly some of 
his statements and actions.  But while I might 
not have liked the remarks, I had to respect 
them. After all, here was Lowery trying to 
handle so many things and wear so many 
hats, even the most skillful of circus jugglers 
would envy him. He was pastor of two large 
United Methodist Churches in Atlanta, Cen-
tral Methodist (which resided just across the 
street from the AME, he presided over SCLC 
while also chairing the MARTA Board. Even 
after stepping aside SCLC, he helped create 
and headed another activist group, the Geor-
gia Coalition for the People’s Agenda. 
 
Even in his evening years which slowed him 
down (some) from health issues, he contin-
ued to say what had to be said. A media col-
league and friend, former writer turned Em-
ory professor Nathan McCall, applauded him 
as “one of the most consistent leaders of the 
Movement”. He was right. Lowery continued 
to slam away at racism, militarism and politi-
cism. At the home going of Mrs. Coretta Scott 
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King while glaring in the faces of three former Presidents sitting behind him on the podium of 
New Birth Baptist Church : “ Sit down, before I take up an offering…..I am neither gambler nor 
beggar but who could have brought this crowd together but Coretta”……we know now there were 
no weapons of mass destruction over there……but Coretta knew and we knew there were weap-
ons of misdirection right down here” .

 While delivering the benediction (having the last word ) during the second inauguration of the 
second term of President Baraka Obama in 2012, Dr Lowery opined: “Lord, we ask you to work 
for that day when black will not be asked to get back, when brown can stick around, when yel-
low will be mellow, when the red man can get ahead man, and when white will embrace what is 
right.”
 
He also had the last word with this journalist during a birthday celebration for his friend and 
colleague Dr C.T. Vivian. He sat at the table right behind me. As choirs and soloists rose to pay 
tribute to Vivian, I could hear Lowery singing with them and it reminded me that in addition to 
all his other talents, he had an excellent singing voice. I rose to go to his table and even with his 
declining health, he saw me coming. I prepared for the worst. 

“Hey, Dr. Lowery,” I said.
“Without looking my way, he said, “Boy go sit yo’ ass down.”
 
A little boy, I believe one of his grandsons at the table, sniggled.
 
Smiling, I returned to my seat, muttering “well, that’s ole black Joe for you.” 

I guess I said it too loud. My boss at the Atlanta Inquirer, editor/publisher John Smith Jr, at 
whose table I sat, overheard my mutterings also. 
 
He smiled too.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Ferno-Washington, Inc.
70 Weil Way

Wilmington, OH 45177
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It was a Who’s Who gathering of Atlanta’s Black Mecca.  A sold-out gala of 800 business, po-
litical and civil rights leaders, plus scores of students, joined to salute Rev. C.T. Vivian’s 95th 
birthday and pay tribute to his distinguished civil rights legacy. It proved to be their fond and 
festive farewell to him. Vivian transitioned July 17, 2020

C.T. devoted his life in a quest for freedom and justice for all mankind.  Known by many as “The 
Quiet Warrior”, he trained civil rights demonstrators to sit-in in Nashville and Birmingham. 

In what sadly proved to be the last of the 
countless interviews I’d  done with Dr Viv-
ian in both print and TV over the past 40 
years before his death, I asked him what 
he thought of  his historic civil and human 
rights efforts.

“It’s worth a lifetime,” he told me.  “I’m 
just thankful to be just one part of the civ-
il rights movement. We had waited for it.  
You know, I have been here for so long that 
I appreciate where we’ve come and still 
must go.”

Many contend that you are the quintes-
sential civil rights leader of our time, 
and that takes in a lot of former leaders, 
I asked him. What do you say Dr. Vivian?

“I say it makes good copy,” Vivian laughed 
aloud.  

His modesty aside, Dr. Vivian and Ambas-
sador Andrew Young were friends, former 
SCLC co-workers with Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr, and two of Atlanta’s five Medal of 
Freedom winners; a noteworthy list which 
also includes the late Congressman John 
Lewis and the late SCLC President Dr. Jo-
seph Lowery.

“We think of the civil rights movement 
starting in 1955 with Dr. King and Rosa 
Parks, but C.T. Vivian was leading sit-ins 

A Salute to C.T. Vivian: “The Quiet Warrior” of 
The Civil Rights Movement By Maynard Eaton; Editor-in-Chief

“Dr. Vivian was a rare breed of a 
Civil Rights leader, 
don’t you think?”

Eaton interviews Dr. Vivian at his 95th birthday party

Maynard Eaton, Dr. C.T. Vivian & Dr. Gerald Durley at 
Newsmakers Live show

SCLC National  Magazine /  Fal l/  Winter 20201 48



in Peoria, Illinois in 1947,” Ambassador Young tells this reporter. “On the Freedom Rides, 
he trained John Lewis and Diane Nash and James Bevel.  When Dr. King was called into Bir-
mingham, we had almost no staff.  There were just five or six of us.  He said, ‘we’ve got to 
get some people who can help us with Birmingham’. There were three hundred thousand 
people there. So, we got C.T. to come down and join SCLC in 1963 in Birmingham.  Then he 
took over as the director of all our affiliates.  So, he was all over the country organizing, 
training, and giving inspiration. 
Young continues, “C.T. is also one of the best preachers I’ve ever heard and that includes 
Martin Luther King, Ralph Abernathy and anyone else you can name.  He’s one of the people 
I envy because he would come home and go by Morris Brown College when he was 75 and run 
up and down the stadium steps.”

Rev. Dr. Gerald Durley was Dr. Vivian’s best friend and former pastor at Providence United 
Methodist Church.  Dr. Durley delivered Dr. Vivian’s eulogy on July 23, 2020. “Here in the 
city of Atlanta over the years you would regularly hear about Jesse Hill, Herman Russell, 
Andy Young and John Lewis but C.T. was never jealous of anybody. He knew his role, he nev-
er told you who he was and, I think, that is the strength of a C.T. Vivian we could all learn 
from.”

C.T. Vivian is a revered intellect and institution of America’s Civil Rights Movement.  That’s 
why I interviewed Dr. Durley again, following Vivian’s funeral services to seek his opinion 
and insight on Dr. Vivian’s life and legacy

Maynard: Who was C.T. Vivian, and why should the world care? 
Dr. Durley:  “C.T. Vivian epitomizes what many people would want to accomplish in this 
lifetime. The light and the essence of all life is, is that you were born, you go to school, 
get married, get a job, and try to accomplish something. Try to leave the world a little bit 
better, and you do it in a peaceful manner. That is kind of the goal that people work hard 
for and do it for their children. That’s the essence 
of life. C.T. Vivian did that. He was never a selfish 
individual. He was humble, always giving. He had 
his ups and he had his downs. But he knew that his 
ups prepared him for his downs, and I think that’s 
all that you and I, and your readers would want. To 
go through life accomplishing things not only for 
yourself but for others, and in doing that, you are 
lifted. 

That is why C.T. Vivian will be lauded in death for 
his life because he has accomplished what all of 
us want to accomplish. He never tried to outdo or 
outshine anyone else. The other civil rights legends 
received a lot of the accolades. C.T. would always 
be the rock. He was who God wanted him to be, and 
he accepted that. He never tried to be more than he 
was. He never put anyone else down to lift himself 
up. There’s a saying that my mother used to say: 
‘Down not those who are down. Cheer them up in 
their sorrow. For this ol’ world is a funny old world. 
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You may be down tomorrow.’ That’s who CT Vivian was.”

Maynard:  Dr. Vivian was honored with one of the prestigious Presidential Medal of Freedom 
Award’s for his “lifetime work in civil rights” as did John Lewis, Andy Young and Dr. Joe Lowery.  
Your thoughts?
Dr. Durley:  “They all received that honor because they did something outside of themselves. 
They did something for a society. They made a difference. C.T. made an immeasurable differ-
ence when he stood on the court steps in Selma. Even John Lewis said it, ‘had that occasion not 
occurred down there, the Civil Rights Bill would have never been passed a couple years later.’ 
He did that not for vain and glory. He righteously received that honor. It did not come from 
President Obama; it came through President Obama from a source greater. They were doing 
something greater than themselves, so therefore the honor did not come from the person giving 
the medallion. It came from God through the President. That’s what’s so important, and that’s 
why he received it. Your name does not have to be in lights.” 

Maynard:   What did you say to C.T. and about him in your funeral eulogy?
Dr. Durley:  “A good name is more valuable than gold. What happens in our society, we tend to 
address people by the label they’re given? When they’re born, they give you a label? You’re a 
male. You’re a black male. But your name is who you are and who you become and what you do! 
When you walk into a room, they don’t announce your label, they announce your name. His name 
was really who he was, that is what’s important. So when we go through life, what you stand for, 
what is important, what are you willing to sacrifice, what are you willing to risk, what are you 
willing to do to make the world and the place better. His label was C.T. Vivian, but his name was 
who he was.”

Maynard:  Dr. Vivian was a rare breed of a Civil Rights leader, don’t you think?
Dr. Durley:  “No, it depends on who you are. When you think about it and look back one of the 
sharpest intellectuals at SCLC was Rev. Hosea Williams, who led the 1965 ‘Bloody Sunday ‘march 
in Selma.  Hosea was a chemist. He was brilliant. C.T. Vivian has the largest library of books 
written by people of color perhaps in the nation”. Think about the leaders like C.T.? They had a 
spiritual level, along with intellect and activism. If you called C. T .on the wrong day, he would 
tear you up. It’s the honesty and integrity of who they want to use and the intellect, the spiritu-
al, or do you want to use the activism?” 

In closing, I believe, we must pay homage to Dr. C.T. Vivian and those civil rights leaders and 
foot soldiers of his era like Rev. Hosea Williams, Rev. James Orange, Rev. Fred Taylor, Rep. Ty-
rone Brooks, Evelyn Lowery, and countless other fearless women. They fought the fierce fights 
that laid the groundwork for the Black Lives Matter movement that erupted during the summer 
of 2020. They passed the proverbial torch!

“For the new leadership and those who are coming forward in this era of racial reckoning,  we 
must always make sure that we are touching base with our roots because it gives us context on 
who we are and where we need to go,” opines Atlanta City Council president Felicia Moore. 

C.T. Vivian was truly extra special, a shining light and likable intellectual pioneer civil rights 
activist. There is no movement North, South, East or West where his spirit did not inspire and 
encourage African Americans to fight for justice and equality. 
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NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF C.T. VIVIAN:

• Served as part of a team of religious advisors to President Barack Obama during 
his successful 2008 campaign.

• Has advised foreign Heads of State.
• Has addressed the United Nations.
• Has addressed the World Baptist Alliance as a keynote speaker during  their con-

ference on racism in the world community. Shared the platform with former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter.

• Was Director of what Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. called “The 
best non-violent movement in 
the nation”.

• Served on an independent UN 
Committee on Human Rights 
Education.

• In one year alone he was high-
lighted in three books, two of 
which were authored by Pulit-
zer Prize winners and the oth-
er by a U.S. Congressman:  The 
Children, David Habersham; 
Pillars of Fire, Taylor Branch; 
and Walking With The Wind, 
Congressman John Lewis.

• Highly respected across the 
racial spectrum.  His awards 
include:  The Trumpet Award 
(2006), The National Jewish La-
bor Award, and The Martin L. 
King, Jr. Humanitarian Award

• Organized street gangs in Chicago, turning gang members away from violence, 
and developed a program that earned them jobs.

• Was National Deputy Director of Clergy for Jesse Jackson’s 1984 Presidential bid.
• Has made several human rights assistance visits to Cuba and has personally met 

with President Fidel Castro.
• He was the founder of “Vision” which later became Upward Bound.
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In a 2016 article posted in The Guardian, there 
was a study of Holocaust survivors that found 
trauma was passed on to children’s genes. The 
finding is a clear example in humans of the the-
ory of epigenetic inheritance: the idea that en-
vironmental factors can affect the genes of your 
children.  The article cited that the DNA of the 
holocaust survivors had been fundamentally 
changed because of the trauma their parents and 
grandparents endured. They were able to detect 
in both the children and grandchildren’s the 

same stress the parents and grandparents expe-
rience during the holocaust. So years later these 
individuals were showing signs of trauma that 
their parents and grandparents experienced in 
their DNA.
 

If this study was done on African Amer-
icans I wonder what would it show? Given 
the current state of our world, how can we 
expect there not to be a fundamental shift or 
change in black people’s DNA? With system-
ic racism, redlining, and prejudice on virtu-
ally every level of society, how can we not be 
affected? This effect does not simply exist 
because of the things that we are currently 
going through, but I am sure it is because of 
the trauma that our ancestors experienced.
 
With this in mind, I thought not only about 
the makeup of our physical DNA but our 
Emotional DNA? Emotional DNA, as I define 
it, must deal with the psychological effects 
that systemic racism throughout the world 
has had on people of African descent. Our 
view of ourselves is the result of a careful-
ly orchestrated plan that was meant to un-
dermine our very self-worth. We have been 
programmed to see ourselves as less than 
others, if not directly then indirectly. 
 
That programming, however, is constantly 
being rejected because of the excellence that 
is within us. No matter the odds and no mat-
ter the situation, we somehow always find 
a way to excel.  People, in general, struggle 
between who they are told they are and who 

Emotional DNA - A Commentary
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they believe themselves to be, but this struggle 
is even greater in people of African descent. 
Greater because it is in our DNA to be great. 
Even in a world that works overtime to tell 
people of African Decent, they are not great. 
 
I believe that if we are to change how we view 
ourselves we must start with our own Emotion-
al DNA. We owe it to ourselves to take a jour-
ney of discovery and connect with our roots so 
that we can love us for who we are. There’s an 
African proverb which states “If you take care 
of the enemy within, the enemy without can do 
you no harm.” If we profoundly change how we 
look and feel about ourselves then we would 
be able to change the course of our future. We 
can use our past as a source of inspiration as 
we consider that our forefathers were able to 
accomplish more with less.
 
We owe it to them to go above and beyond what 
is expected so that we can once and for all si-
lence those voices, be they internal or exter-
nal, that says we are not worthy. We must stand 
up for what is right and what is just. We have to 
become a part of that moral arc that Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. spoke about when he said: “The 
Arc of the Moral Universe Is Long, But It Bends 
Toward Justice.” 
We can start fixing our Emotional DNA by clar-
ifying what it means to be Black. We have had 
movements like the Civil Rights Movement, 
Black Girl Magic, and Black Lives Matter. We 
must make sure we are doing our part to make 
that happen and the biggest way we can do that 
is to change how we see ourselves. We do that 
by changing how we think about ourselves how 
we talk about ourselves and how we interact 
with each other.

 
This is one of the most overlooked scriptures 
in The Bible:
 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
~Matthew 22:39b
 
It is impossible for me to genuinely love my 
neighbor if I don’t love myself.  One of the 
first things that I suggest you do is spend time 
looking at yourself in the mirror. Do not talk, 
do not say anything just look into your eyes 
look at your facial features and embrace your 
beauty and flaws because they are a represen-
tation of you. The reason I say representation 
is because you are more than a shell that you 
are in you are created in the image of God and 
that makes you beyond unique.
 
Appreciating that uniqueness will make all 
the difference in the world when it comes to 
addressing and dealing with your fellow man. 
Once you have fallen in love with yourself then 
fall in love with your people. Fall in love with 
everything they are and everything that they 
could be. Love people where they are but do 
your best not to leave them there. Become the 
example that you want them to follow and shine 
your light in a dark world so that others may 
see the way and choose for their selves.
 
Once we have fixed our Emotional DNA, fall-
en in love with ourselves and our people the 
next goal is to set the next generation up for 
success and go further than we have. Legacy 
should be our goal to leave the world in a bet-
ter place by being people who are contributing 
to mankind’s furtherance all for the glory of 
God.
 
The process is not a one time deal. We must re-
peat it and teach it to the next generation until 
our lives reflect the greatness that is truly ours 
and we change our Emotional DNA!

By Cicone Prince
Leadership Development Expert/Personal 
Development Strategist

“We owe it to them to go above and 
beyond what is expected so that we 
can once and for all silence those 

voices, be they internal or external, 
that says we are not worthy.”
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The COVID-19 Pandemic has caused most kids 
to go school virtually in 2020. Many experts are 
concerned that this will set our children back 
in their educational progress. It is estimated 
that children lose at least 30% of the knowl-
edge they gain during the a typical school year 
over the summer. It is estimated that this will 
increase to 50% or more with the use of virtual 
school. 

Given the disproportionate achievement gap 
for African American students in the US, these 
statistics are daunting. As, we reach more than 
50 years since the creation of the Poor People’s 
campaign, educational disparity and economic 
disparity continue to grow. 

We cannot allow the pandemic to further ex-
acerbate these disparities. In an attempt to 
address the educational disparity, SCLC has 
partnered with Jarvis Christian College to cre-
ate an on line tutoring program aimed at K-3 

SCLC Partners with Jarvis Christian 
College To Help Students Thrive In

Virtual Learning Environment
students in undeserved areas. The purpose 
of this program is to partner students with 
college students in one on one tutoring. 

The goal will be to supplement the school 
learning to augment the educational experi-
ence. It is hoped that this will help parents 
who need the extra assistance to make sure 
their children don’t fall behind their peers. 

This program will seek to address the issues 
that cause the disparity, such as the digital 
divide, additional instructional time. One 
the well kept secrets in our educational sys-
tem is the amount of outside instruction, 
wealthier students receive. From Sylvan 
Learning to Kaplan and many other tutoring 
programs, millions of dollars are spent on 
educational supplements for wealthier stu-
dents. 

SCLC and Jarvis hope this new program will 
provide paradigm shifting strategy for edu-
cational parity.  



Jamil Al-Amin:
Seeking New Trial or Release from Prison!

ne of America’s profound civil and human rights leaders, Imam Jamil Al-Amin, 
- formerly known as H. Rap Brown - has been in prison for 20 years after being 
falsely accused of killing a deputy sheriff in Fulton County, Georgia and injur-
ing another. There is now new compelling evidence that necessitates another 
trial and/or release from prison after his being incarcerated for the past two 
decades.

This compelling new evidence is the confession by Otis Jackson now being viewed on In-
ternet video outlets.  Jackson, in fact, admitted to the killing in Atlanta, on the evening of 
March 16, 2000, even prior to Al-Amin’s conviction in 2002, although this was never intro-
duced at the trial by the prosecution or defense. The video adds another level of persuasive 
evidence.

None other than Andrew Young is calling for a “re-judgment for Al-Amin. Young, who is one 
of the SCLC civil rights leaders, Atlanta’s former mayor, and former U.S. United Nations 
Ambassador, has noted:

“(There’s one case) that weighs heavy on my heart because I really think he was wrongful-
ly convicted. This Man, a Muslim, helped ‘clean up’ Atlanta’s West End. ‘I’m talking about 
Jamil Al-Amin,’ he said, ‘H. Rap Brown.’ I think it’s time to re-judge, He’s been dying of 
cancer and has been suffering away from his family in the worst prisons of this nation.” 

About Trial Against Al-Amin and Al-Amin’s Personal 
Statement
 
After 24 years of living in Atlanta, Jamil Al-Amin was arrested on March 20, 2000, and charged with 
the death of one and the assault of another Fulton County Georgia Sheriff ’s deputy, yet all 
the indications were, even when the trial was on-going, that he was not the killer. In fact, 
as mentioned, even though prior to the trial, Otis Jackson confessed to being the shooter 
on the evening of March 16, 2000 in Atlanta, Georgia, this was never introduced at trial by 
the prosecution or defense.
 
It is also inferred that the Atlanta judge in the trial was told by the FBI that COINTELPRO 
could not be mentioned by the lawyers during the trial. The COINTELPRO (Counter Intelli-
gence Program) is essentially how the government had been targeting Al-Amin for decades 
because of his demands for justice in America.
 
Regarding COINTELPRO, in an August 1967 memo outlining the program, J. Edgar Hoover 
identified different tactics to compromise the movement that was referred to as the “Negro 
Movement.” Reference was also made by him to surveil organizations and activists.

O
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The organizations included the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, the Nation of Islam, and the Revolutionary Action 
Movement. Individuals being surveilled were Martin Luther King, Jr., H. Rap Brown, Stokely 
Carmichael, Max Stanford, and Elijah Muhammad.
 
During Al-Amin’s trial for the killing of Deputy Ricky Kinchen, there was also a court-imposed 
gag-order against Imam Al-Amin. Before this gag order was issued, however, Al-Amin, made a 
personal statement that he was not the killer:
 
My name is Imam Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin, the former H. Rap Brown. I am a devoted servant of 
Allah, and an unwavering devotee to His cause. For more than 30 years, I have been tormented 
and persecuted by my enemies for reasons of race and belief. I seek truth over a lie; I seek 
justice over injustice; I seek righteousness over the rewards of evildoers, and I love Allah more 
than I love the state. 
 
 On March 16, 2000, Fulton County Sheriff Deputy Ricky Kinchen was killed and Sheriff Aldra-
non English was shot and injured in the neighborhood where I have lived, worked, and prayed. 
Indeed, this tragedy occurred across the street from the Mosque I founded. I have been accused 
by the State of Georgia of having committed these crimes. Let me declare before the families 
of these men, before the state, and any who would dare to know the truth, that I neither shot 
nor killed anyone. I am innocent of the 13 charges that have been brought against me. Let me 
also declare that I am one with the grief of this mother and father at the loss of their son. I 
am joined at the heart with this widow and her children at the loss of a husband and a father. 
I drink from the same bitter cup of sorrow as the siblings at the loss of a beloved brother.... 
  
[The police] have sought to marginalize my humanity and humiliate my family. They have done 
their level best to reduce me to a one-dimensional monster.... I am no monster. I am a human 
being created by Allah and am an instrument of his purpose. I am entitled to every right and 
every consideration as every other human being including fairness, a fair trial and the pre-
sumption of innocence.
 

Calling for a New Trial or Release from Prison
 
The 2002 trial ended in the conviction of Jamil Al-Amin who is now in the United States Prison 
(USP) in Tucson, Arizona where he is housed in the general population. During his 20 years of 
incarceration, however, he was previously held in solitary confinement for seven years in the 
Supermax Prison in Florence, Colorado where he became ill from medical neglect. 
 
There are now two major options regarding a reassessment of Jamil Al-Amin’s conviction. One, 
is that the Fulton County Conviction Integrity Unit, which assesses wrong-doing in court cas-
es, could assess the unlawful conviction of Jamil Al-Amin and release him and to, therefore, 
finally be with his family in Atlanta, Georgia.
 
Secondly, the Conviction Integrity Unit could request a new trial for Al-Amin to finally address 
the injustices of the original trial. In fact, all over the country individuals and groups are now 
demanding justice for Al-Amin. Below is a statement from the Student Non-Violent Coordinat-
ing Committee Legacy Project (SLP) calling for a new trial:
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The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee Legacy 
Project (SLP)

Urges Immediate Consideration and Seeks Justice for
Imam Jamil Al-Amin

The SNCC Legacy Project calls upon the Fulton County 
District Attorney’s Office to reopen Imam Jamil’s case 

and exonerate Imam Jamil based on the evidence of his 
innocence and confessions by another person. We urge 
the District Attorney’s Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU) 

to move forward with an immediate review of this case 
based on the submission by Imam Al-Amin’s attorneys to 

the CIU of compelling evidence not considered during the 
trial. 

The SNCC Legacy Project (SLP) was begun to preserve and 
extend the legacy of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC), one of the major civil rights organi-
zations of the 1960s. Although SNCC the organization no 
longer exists, we believe that its legacy continues to ad-
vance the struggle for freedom, justice and equality. 
 

  Imam Jamil Al-Amin, at the time known as H. Rap 
Brown, was chairman of SNCC from 1967-68, following in 
the footsteps of John Lewis and Stokely Carmichael.  He, 

along with his brother, Ed Brown, another SNCC orga-
nizer, were student activists in the 1960s.  Following his 
work with SNCC, he worked with the Black Panther Par-
ty.  He converted to Islam, devoted himself to study and 

became Imam Jamil Al-Amin, and established a mosque in 
Atlanta, Georgia.

In 2002, he was accused of murder and sentenced to life 
in prison.  Another person confessed to the crime and 

there have been questions of judicial misconduct. 
Through this statement, the SNCC Legacy Project adds its 
voice to those of the other civil rights and human rights 
organizations and the thousands of individuals who are 

seeking to assure justice for Imam Jamil Al-Amin. 

Summary: It is way past time that the Atlanta justice sys-
tem and the District Attorney’s office admit the lack of 

“integrity” and justice in the case of Imam Jamil Al-Amin 
and offer a new trial or release him from prison. The time 

is now! And as Al-Amin has wisely stated, it is time for 
“the doing of good deeds!”

By Heather Gray

Heather Gray is pro-
ducer of “Just Peace” on 
WRFG’s Monday evening 
on WRFG-Atlanta’s FM sta-
tion. The program is one of 
the station’s longest run-
ning public affairs shows 
that covers local, region-
al, national and interna-
tional peace and justice 
issues. She is also a writer 
and founder of the “Justice 
Initiative” webpage that 
includes her writing, and 
others, largely about social 
and political justice as well 
as agriculture issues.

Born in Edmonton, Alber-
ta, Canada, she has lived in 
the United States, Austra-
lia, Singapore and briefly 
in the Philippines.
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In Somewhere Listening for My Name: 1960s 
Activists Tell Their Stories (Pembroke Pro-
ductions, 2017, 2020) readers hear directly 
first hand from activists in the Atlanta Stu-
dent Movement and the Nashville Student 
Movement, which began in 1960 and the 1961 
Freedom Rides. Inspired by college students 
at North Carolina A&T who boycotted at lunch 
counters, these activists took to the streets in 
Atlanta and Nashville and successfully deseg-
regated public facilities in those cities. In this 
excerpt, Altantan Charles Person, a Freedom 
Rider along with SCLC president Bernard La-
Fayette Jr. the late Congressman John Lew-
is and the late Rev. C.T. Vivian, describes his 
role in the Atlanta Student Movement and the 
Freedom Rides. 

     At 18, Charles Person was the youngest of 
the original Freedom Riders who left Washing-
ton, D.C. on one of the buses bound for New 
Orleans in May of 1961. When the Congress of 
Racial Equality decided to test the enforce-
ment of interstate buses, Person wanted to do 
his part. His family members had faced injus-
tices growing up in South Georgia and later in 
Atlanta. Despite having a 3.82 grade point av-
erage when he graduated from high school, his 
applications to Emory University and Georgia 
Tech were rejected. He was accepted to M.I.T. 
and dreamed of becoming a nuclear physi-
cist. “I applied to Emory on a Monday and got 
my rejection letter on a Wednesday. And we 
didn’t have express mail back in those days. 
They were just determined to let me know they 
didn’t want me there.” As a child, Person’s 
grandparents encouraged him to do something 
about things he saw that he didn’t like. He ar-

Meet Activist Charles Person, 
in “Somewhere Listening for 
My Name” 

By Charles William Jones Jr. and  Angela D. Tuck

 Charles William Jones Jr.
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rived on the campus of Morehouse College 
just as students were organizing and getting 
involved in the civil rights movement. He was 
arrested numerous times during the Atlanta 
Student Movement and, during the Freedom 
Rides, was beaten in Anniston and inside a 
bus terminal in Birmingham. A large knot re-
mained at the base of his skull for years as 
a reminder of the beating he suffered, which 
was captured by a photographer. And while 
the attacker’s faces could be seen clearly, no 
one was ever charged in the attack. Person 
fought in Vietnam and served in the United 
States Marine Corps for 20 years. He became 
an electronics technician for a private busi-
ness, and later for Atlanta Public Schools. He 
is 79, retired and lives with his wife, JoEttta, 
in southwest Atlanta. Person enjoys speaking 
to students about his time in the civil rights 
movement and about the importance of get-
ting an education and thinking critically. “If 
young people could experience a day of what 
it was like for us, if they had to go to a segre-
gated restaurant or to a different bathroom or 
experience all the subtle things that Jim Crow 
did to us, maybe they would have a better un-
derstanding.”

    During the Atlanta Student Movement, we 
met at Rush Memorial Church [on James P. 
Brawley Drive] every day. I’d go to my morn-
ing classes and then I’d go there. Julian Bond 
used to hang out there because he liked one 
of the girls who worked in the office at that 
time. During that time, I didn’t even date we 
were so into the movement. There were three 
of us, including Frank Holloway, they used 
to call us the guerrilla squad; we were al-
ways out there. It was a great time to be in 
the Atlanta University Center. After the kids 
in Greensboro, North Carolina had their sit-
in, we had a mass meeting on the quadrangle. 
And [the student leaders] explained to us what 
had happened there and how we could repli-
cate that in Atlanta. And Lonnie King, Julian 

Bond and Herschel Sullivan got us together and 
we actually started the movement. We started with 
marches and picketed and from there we went to 
the sit-ins. And, of course, the big thing was the 
mass sit-ins. Seventy students a day were being ar-
rested. I ended up spending 16 days in the Jefferson 
Street jail. It was brand new at the time. The food 
was relatively good for jail. They were piping in 
music. They didn’t want the students to see how jail 
actually was. When we left there, the inmates were 
upset. Father Scott (the Episcopal chaplain at the 
Canteberry House) would come in regularly to visit 
with the students. We kept up with each other by 
singing songs and we would change the lyrics to let 
the other students know how many students were 

Angela D. Tuck
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arrested that day. That was our way of communicating with each other. One day I was singing too 
loudly. I ended up spending 10 days in solitary confinement for singing too loudly. It was a small cell 
with very dim light and a small, naked mattress. All you had to do was entertain your own thoughts. 
That was good, because it prepared me for Vietnam and conditions in a war-like environment.

I wanted to study nuclear physics or nuclear engineering. Both were five-year programs. When I 
was 16, we went on a field trip to Oak Ridge Natural Laboratory in Tennessee. I saw my first nuclear 
reactor then. My grandparents would always counsel us if we complained. They would say, ‘Well you 
have to do something about it.’ I don’t know if they thought it would be to the level that I got involved, 
but they said that it was easy to sit up and complain. They were the second generation out of slavery. 
I came from a family of farmers. My grandfather had an arsenal, that’s when I learned how to shoot; 
well before going into the military. He wanted to make sure every male in the family knew how to 
shoot and shoot well. He would always say ‘never again,’ and he never said what he meant by that. 
But he kept those rifles clean. There was a day when they had fantastic crops, and I guess when they 
were supposed to settle up at the end of the year. They said to my grandfather, “John, you almost 
made it out of debt this year.’ When that happened, they called all the men together and they left in 
the dead of night. They realized there was nothing they could do [to get ahead]. My grandmother, 
she was just great, a great cook. She taught us the importance of the little things in life. She told us 
that she was an adult before she tasted ice cream. She was determined to write her name in cursive; 
she did not want to sign an X for her signature. Her signature was primitive, but legible. Reading and 
education was so hard to come by at that time. My grandfather read every day. He would start his 
day off reading the Bible. That’s the kind of influence they had on us – a love of education. Once you 
learn something and you read something they can’t take that away. They can take away your money, 
they can take a lot of things but they can’t take away education once you acquire it. 

Fear and the Freedom Rides

      Unfortunately, I was not smart enough to be afraid. Once I made my mind I was going to do it, I 
was not afraid. In fact, the day that we were beaten, I felt no pain. I had boxed [as a teenager]. There 
was no fear. In America, it seems to be now that everybody’s afraid. I know since 9-11 we are not 
the same. Whether it’s Ebola or the Zika Virus, you cannot live your life thinking that everything out 
there is going to hurt you or harm you. Now in schools, they don’t teach critical thinking. Some kids 
can’t think for themselves and evaluate things. Every day if you look at the news there is something 
to be afraid of. I say my God teaches me that I should not be afraid. That’s the way I try to live my 
life. I evaluate the situation, of course. You’ve got to be prudent and cautious. I tell my kids why wait 
until midnight to get gas? You have to be prudent; you have to be smart.  

     Every town we went in [for the Freedom Rides] we had a mass meeting at night and those mem-
bers of the church and community would provide us with lodging and food. There were no hotels for 
us at that time. Generally, we had to get breakfast and those people put out the best that they had. 
You couldn’t have had better accommodations at a 5-star hotel. It was invaluable. In my case [the 
other Freedom Riders] were all much older than I. They treated me with respect, like my relatives. 
My diary got lost. I do have a copy of our original itinerary. To join the Freedom Rides, you had to 
have parental approval. My parents, they kind of approved it. I didn’t quite tell them the truth. I told 
them I was going to Washington for training. I had an intermediary. We didn’t have a phone. Lon-
nie King, who was in charge of the student movement in Atlanta, he notified my parents that I was 
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okay.   I was beaten in Anniston and Birmingham. They took all of us in the front of the bus, they 
punched us and they physically threw us in the back of the bus. Mr. Walter Bergman, he was 61. He 
was stomped on and Mr. James Peck got all these cuts and ended up getting 53 stitches. They stacked 
us in the back. That was in Anniston. I got medical care when I got to Birmingham from someone in 
Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth’s congregation. She had a special bandage to pull my wound together. When 
it sealed, there was no place for it to drain, I developed a large knot at the back of my skull. I finally 
had it removed in 1996. 

      They chose me for the Freedom Rides, as I later found out, because I was squeaky-clean 18-year-
old from Morehouse College. I had never even cut class. We didn’t give our names [during the pro-
tests] for protection. If the Ku Klux Klan got your name, they may have located your parents and they 
may have lost their job or burned a cross in your yard. This was in a white waiting room in Birming-
ham. A person who was born in Birmingham wouldn’t have gone into the white waiting room. James 
Peck took over operational control of the ride. On our bus, we had three whites and three blacks. 
That was a Trailways bus leaving from Atlanta. 

       We had two buses that left Washington, D.C. I was on Greyhound initially but switched to a Trail-
ways bus. The Greyhound got there first. The reason we got beaten was because they said a mob was 
waiting to do the same to the Trailways bus, ‘unless the niggers got to the back of the bus.’  So the 
bus driver altered his ride to Birmingham. We stopped in Anniston. That’s where we got the word 
about what happened to others [on the bus that was burned]. [Authorities] were afraid they were 
going to burn our bus. We couldn’t get out of Birmingham. None of the bus drivers would take us out 
of Birmingham. President John F. Kennedy’s people interceded. We took a flight on Eastern Airlines 
out of Birmingham into New Orleans. I was never jailed in Jackson. I received a subpoena to testify 
against the Klan. I spent a week in Montgomery for the trial. The trial was based on that photograph 
from Birmingham [of the beating]. Of course, none of them were convicted. You could tell it was a 
sham. 

You can purchase “Somewhere Listening For My Name: 1960s Activists Tell Their Stories” 
by Angela D. Tuck and Charles William Jones Jr. for $19.99 at www.pembroke-productions.

com. This excerpt is reprinted with the permission of Pembroke Productions, an Atlan-
ta-based publishing company founded in 2017. All rights reserved. 

About the authors: Angela Tuck is a retired writer and editor for the Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution. Charles William Jones Jr., a former AJC visual journalist, is the founder of ICJ 

Design. Tuck authored a series of articles on the 1961 Freedom Rides, which lead to the re-
porting and writing of this book. Tuck and Jones spent hundreds of hours interviewing the 

activists about their lives and their role in these protests. 
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ollowing his outstanding career at Providence College, 1,520 points (19.2 ppg) and 
grabbed 1,061 rebounds (13.4 rpg) he was selected in the third round of the 1964 
NBA Draft by the Boston Celtics. He played two seasons in the NBA, helping the 
Celtics capture two NBA titles (1965 and 1966).

How does the intimidating arrogance of Red Auerbach lighting up a victory ci-
gar on the bench, translate to a 6’10 Black Head Coach with a white towel draped over his 
shoulder?

John Thompson served as the head coach of the Georgetown University men’s basketball 
team for 27 seasons (1972-99). During that time, he won one NCAA title (1984) and posted 
a 596-239 mark (.714). Thompson also served as the head coach of the 1988 U.S. Olympic 
Team, which won a Bronze Medal.

When Proposition 42, an extension of already-controversial Proposition 48, was passed at 
the NCAA’s annual convention, Thompson made certain his opinion would be heard. Prop-
osition 48 stated that to compete as a freshman, student athletes must earn a 700 on the 
SAT and achieve a 2.0 grade point average. Proposition 42 added that if an athlete did not 
mean Proposition 48’s guidelines, he or she may no longer receive scholarships.

“If I jump up and holler `racism,’ everyone loses sight of the issue and focuses on the words 
that I use,” he said. When asked if Proposition 42 would have a greater effect on blacks, 
Thompson replied “De facto, it will.” Thompson added that he felt he had “a moral obliga-
tion with what I believe in and with what I coach for” to protest.

Instead, Thompson promised, “not be on the bench in an NCAA-sanctioned Georgetown 

The Late 
Legendary
John Thompson

& 

F

by Mark Lassiter
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basketball game until I am satisfied that some-
thing has been done to provide these stu-
dent-athletes with appropriate opportunity 
and hope for access to a college education.”

“They say in [Proposal 42] that if a kid does not 
get the scholarship, he can get other govern-
ment aid,” Thompson said. “But what they don’t 
say is presently in the books of the NCAA there 
is a rule that says a recruited athlete cannot 
receive other institutional aid. Maybe that was 
forgotten by someone. But maybe we need to 
bring that to [people’s] attention.”

“It’s a vast distinction to me between a bas-
ketball game and what I am interested in with 
this.”

Thompson said the protest was designed “to 
bring attention to something that I think is a 
tremendous tragedy. I have every intention of 
talking to other people while I am in the form 
of this protest to try to identify what the rea-
son for some of it was and also to try to get 
it changed in whatever sensible, reasonable 
manner I feel I am able to.”

“What I hope to do is to bring attention to the 
fact that [Proposal 42] is very much discrimina-
tory,” Thompson continued. “I’m beginning to 
feel like the kid from the lower socio-economic 
background who has been invited to dinner, had 
dessert, and now is being asked to leave.”

“It is easy for [someone] to say that a kid doesn’t 
belong at Georgetown, but he never says where 
he belongs,” 

“People are excluding young people [from lower 
socioeconomic classes with Proposal 42] with-
out providing a substitute. Athletics have al-
ways been used to alleviate some injustices, but 
eventually we’re going to have to build Lorton [a 
federal penitentiary] a lot larger if we [continue 
to] go in the direction we’re going in.”

American University coach Ed Tapscott called 
Thompson’s actions “statesmanlike.” 

He changed hearts and minds. Boston College, 
Jim O’Brien, the Eagles head coach, called Pro-
posal 42, “a fiasco” and added, “I support Coach 
Thompson 100 percent. It is to his credit to 
stand up and make a statement which many 
other coaches feel strongly about.”

- 97% of his players stayed all four years and 
graduated.

“I want to thank Coach Thompson. For saving 
my life. For giving me the opportunity. An in-
cident happened in high school and all that was 
taken away. No other schools were recruiting 
me anymore. My mom went to Georgetown and 
begged him to give me a chance. And he did,” 
said future NBA superstar Allen Iverson.

- Transformed the brand image of Georgetown 
and made it insanely profitable to Nike and the 
university. “We’re gonna need a bigger arena.”

- Responsible for the recruitment and devel-
opment of NBA Hall of Fame players: Alonzo 
Mourning, Dikembe Mutombo, Patrick Ewing 
and Allen Iverson.
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“Not just a father figure. He was a father.”
-Jalen Rose 

He was 78 years old.
John Thompson forever.

[Mark Lassiter: “I remember the proud feeling walking home with my first pair
high top whites. $9.95. Expensive. In the city you stenciled your name on the back seam with 
magic marker. I kept the maroon-brown box for years. 

“My first pony league game at Liberty Park in St Albans, Queens. Four years of varsity baseball 
for Howard University. 

“I have contributed as a freelance writer for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund’s on line newslet-
ter, “The Defenders Online. In 2012, I wrote radio spots for Obama for America. Produced pack-
age for Black News Channel.

“Simultaneously, since 1990, I have worked regional college radio and public television broad-
casts as color analyst for WCLK radio, Fox Sports South and SportSouth.

“Along the journey, I developed a sports commentary voice inherited from my father, who in-
troduced me to Ebbetts Field and The Polo Grounds. Nearly every Fall since 1990, I have worked 
as an on-air analyst for HBCU football on radio and television.”

The National Fair Housing Alliance is proud to lead a year-long campaign to commemorate the 50th Anniversary 
of the Fair Housing Act, passed just seven days after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Today, over 4 million acts of housing discrimination still occur each year. Our neighborhoods are more segregated 
than they were in 1918. And a child’s zip code still determines his or her opportunities in life. The fight for fair housing 
continues, but together, we can—and will—make a difference for our communities.

Visit www.nationalfairhousing.org to join us in continuing  
Dr. King’s unfinished work to make fair housing a reality for everyone.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Co-Founder of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Nobel Peace Prize Winner

INSPIRING US TO ACT ON THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT

CHAMPION OF FAIR HOUSING

INTEGRITY
TEAMWORK
RESPECT
INNOVATION

THE NBA IS PROUD TO SUPPORT 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE.



Lasting Legacies: Chasing Martin’s 
Dream in 2020

Legacy is all about relationships and the strength of love within the community of 
humankind.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr had a dream that the generations after him 

would take the stage in service to mankind. It is an honor to partner with the efforts of 
our current SCLC president, Dr. Steele as he endeavors to raise a generation of global 

leaders who will continue the legacy of our founder.
The award-winning South Fulton Arrow Youth Council has been training young global 

leaders for ten years to target their potential and change our world. 

POLITICS 
We are at a crucial time in American history. 
Racial division, exacerbated by an incompe-
tent President, has reached a boiling point in 
our country. After the unjust murder of George 
Floyd at the hands of police, protestors, of all 
nations, colors, and creeds, flood the streets 
across the world, advocating that an oppres-
sive and unjust justice system be done away 
with. The hope of a nation rests in its future, 
and, as recent elections show, it rests firmly in 
the hands of our young Black women. 

In 2018, we saw a record 110 women  elect-
ed into Congress, 39 of them women of color. 
For the first time ever, Black and Brown peo-
ple actually saw themselves reflected in their 
elected officials. Further, Alabama elected a 
Democratic senator for the first time in years. 
These game-changing events were driven by 
the tireless, and often thankless work of Black 
women voting, organizing, and mobilizing 
across the nation. 

While making up 6.6% of the population, Black 
women only account for 3.1% of federal or state-
wide officeholders. It is unfair that women, the 
driving force of change and progress, are denied 
the resources and access needed to create poli-
cies that uplift the Black community as a whole 
and our nation.

“It is crucial that we gain more Black female sen-
ators, governors, mayors, organizers, staffers, 
lobbyists representatives, in positions of power.”

The legacies from the unsung heroes of our com-
munity, Ella Baker, Diane Nash, and Fannie Lou 
Hamer demonstrate how we become a catalyst 
for political change. We...are the undeniable fu-
ture of politics in our nation. 

w w w . t h e s f a y c . o r g
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LEGAL
Within the legal field, there exists a substantial lack of people of
color practicing law or any general legal services. The law and the legal profession are both based 
on historical precedence and traditions, which give attorneys, clerks, and paralegals guidance to-
wards maneuvering cases and issues in the present and future time. These pretenses and traditions 
come from a foundation of white male power structures and belief in the idea that people of color 
are far from intellectually adept enough to attain an education and demonstrate prowess within 
the legal field. In the United States, we would not see our first attorney of color until 1844, Macon 
Bolling Allen. Since then, there have been many prevalent African American attorneys and judges.

Black attorneys at the turn of the century have always been social justice
heroes and advocates for equity in underprivileged and impoverished communities across
the United States. Concerning the presence of attorneys of color, the population of black attorneys 
practicing in the U.S. is mind-blowing. According to the A.B.A. (American Bar Association) in 2019, 
amongst attorneys who practice in the United States, 88% are White; a mere 5% are black. Within le-
gal practices not limited to criminal defense and traffic law, the numbers are even more minuscule.

As I pursue my legal education, I will ensure that I constantly reach
out to predecessors in my field for advice and further exposure. I dedicate myself to preserving Dr. 
King’s “Dream” by assuring that I will become a corporate/contracting attorney, a legal practice 
where the black presence could be counted on a sheet of lined paper. 

JOURNALISM 
The news media is one of the most important sources of information to the general 
public and often influences how the majority of the country will react to a person 
or event. The power these outlets possess has resulted in the censorship and pro-
motion of propaganda since the first-ever published newspaper. The government 
has molded and restricted the first amendment since the American public began 
to exercise it. 

The journalism field has faced enormous changes in the past years with the adop-
tion and reliance on digital media. Since the way people are reporting has changed, 
so have the ways they discriminate. Over the years the media has become less fo-
cused on “what” the people want and more on “who” is fighting for it, demonizing 
anyone who advocates against their agenda. 

Societal “preferences” rooted in racist beliefs have kept certain demographics out 
of the limelight, specifically women and people of color. The hostile environment 
these communities face in addition to the disadvantages experienced in day to day 
life has made excelling in the media field an uphill battle against implicit bias. 
People of color made up 12.5% of the Radio and Television broadcast field and only 
10% of Newspaper publishing companies’ workforce in 2019. Exiling diverse com-
munities from the news media has a huge impact on the ambitions and self-iden-
tity of those aspiring to one day become a part of it. 

As a woman of color, I’m assuming the responsibility for being a “pioneer of change” 
by actively working to represent the Afro-Caribbean community. I am dedicating 
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EDUCATION 
If education is the key for both a person and the nation and schools are regarded 
as vessels to impart information, schools then reasonably have substantial impact 
on people. The environment and curriculum taught in our schools do not receive 
the critical attention they deserve for serving such an important role. The group 
of people who were critical to the foundation of this nation, albeit forced, can go 
through an entire K-12 education without learning the true details of their histo-
ry. This tells students a lot about the way this nation sees them. Some students go 
all through school learning about people who resemble none of their classmates 
while their own stories are neglected. That is, to say the least, problematic. People 
often declare the shortcomings of schools in American education and still simply 
tell young Black kids to stay in school.
 
“How are we expecting students to stay engaged in a system that doesn’t serve 
them?” 

Students with disabilities are 20% less likely to graduate according to the “Advo-
cacy Institute.” Of the total number of  Georgia high school seniors in the class 
of 2018, 81.6 percent of them graduated, and out of the number of students with 
disabilities,  61.1 percent graduated. “U.S. News” also states that out of the total 
number of  Georgia senior class of 2019, 82 percent graduated, and of the total 
number of students with disabilities, 63 percent graduated. Educational leaders 
are needed to help young kids see a complete vision of themselves, their people, 
and the world thereby giving students motivation to stay in school.

Each day new bright ideas enter into my mind, and through my organization Proj-
ect Nemiah, which focuses on advocacy for students with disabilities, I work to 
implement these ideas. I am a student with disabilities and I deserve the same 
opportunities as students without disabilities. In 2004, Congress reintroduced 
the IDEA- Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, a law that makes available 
a free, appropriate public education to eligible students throughout the nation 
ensuring special education  resources to those children. Just as Congress created 
the IDEA students with disabilities have IDEAS and those ideas will flourish when 
they secure the additional resources they deserve to excel in and out of the class-
room.

my career to being a voice of truth and change much like the late Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. My dream is to make the news media a place to find information that 
hasn’t been tainted by politics and bias demonstrating a holistic representation of 
U.S. citizens. I want to start my own multimedia organization becoming a source 
of good information and hope for the masses while highlighting minority commu-
nities. This new generation of journalists owes it to themselves and their com-
munities to overcome the issues of the past and work toward a society that truly 
embodies the vision of equality MLK had for the children of this country.
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TECHNOLOGY 
After being oppressed for hundreds of years, despite the countless number of civil rights 
movements and protests, minority people remain the least represented body of people 
in the technology field. If we look back just a few decades the deficiency is evident. 
“A study conducted by the Center for Education Statistics states that in 1991-1992, just 
14% of the population obtaining a computer science degree were minorities. Only 6% 
were African-American people”
4% were Hispanic, and the remaining 4% people of Asian descent. Since then the overall 
percentage of minorities in this specific field has only increased by 8% proportionally. 
One of the most innovative, fast-growing, and ever-evolving fields still has less than 
30% of minority representation as a whole. This is likely to be attributed to the lack of 
resources offered to minority students while pursuing their K-12 education. 

Minorities are forced to go out of their way to seek the necessary educational backing 
required to obtain a computer science degree.  This only encourages a racial gap and 
the false idea that minorities are less likely to be successful in the technology field. 
If things don’t change minorities will continue to be at an enormous educational dis-
advantage, widening the gap, and ultimately creating an immense loss for technology 
companies that wish to promote diversity.

  In order to combat the stigma of minorities in the technology field, I plan to go 
to college, earn a dual degree in computer science, using my degree to show kids in my 
community that it is possible and extremely beneficial to pursue a career in Computer 
Science. One day things like race and socio-economic status will no longer determine 
what opportunities are available to minorities. Martin Luther King, Jr. had a dream that 
all people would be judged on their character as a person and not on the color of that 
person’s skin. 
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 ARTS
As a creative, it is a battle for me to 
write this. Not because of a lack of intel-
lect or information but because, for the 
first time in my life, the words are not 
easy to form.  I think I speak for the en-
tire arts community when I say we don’t 
know what to do or say about the condi-
tion of the world we live in. Throughout 
the years theatre has been the voice of 
the people. By theatre I mean everything 
involving arts (speakers, writers, thes-
pians). We (performers) have been the 
catalyst for change in our communities. 
We have been leaders for effective inclu-
sivity on every social spectrum possible. 
Although it is imperative that the stories 
of the lost, broken, and resilient (which 
will not cease) are told, it still requires 
more is done to ensure we are making 
that challenging stride towards equality.

 The first step for creatives would be lead-
ership. A somewhat vague concept, but 
the leadership I envision has everything 
to do with accountability. Creatives have 
to realize that we are the face of change. 
Which is why we have to continue to hold 
ourselves to a higher social standard. 
With leadership, comes a responsibili-
ty to tell your individual truth and the 
truth of the people in our community. 
Don’t stop what you are doing. Don’t stop 
creating content that challenges society. 
Artists are activists whether we like it or 
not. So I would like to encourage my fel-
low creatives to keep the pen to the pa-
per and take ownership of your artistic 
gift to your community; make for a more 
aware tomorrow. 

HEALTH 
Legacy is a powerful word used by many 
of our most influential leaders over gen-
erations. Now I want to continue Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy by chas-
ing my passion in the medical field. Af-
rican Americans only make up 13% of the 
biochemistry field, which rivals their 
representation in most other medi-
cal practices. This is unacceptable be-
cause we are the major trailblazers for 
revolutionizing medicine, inventions, 
and innovations. The medical field has 
boundless potential when it comes to ex-
ploration and computations of diagnosis 
and treatment plans. A new generation 
of minorities can tap into that potential 
and exploit it to benefit everyone. 

In order to enhance the healthcare ex-
perience for minorities and other people 
of color, the first step is to increase the 
number of healthcare workers who look 
like us. We need people who are impact-
ed by potential community and finan-
cial limitations to receive proper care. 
We need advocates who can speak to and 
empathize with our experiences. 

Many times non-compliance with med-
ications is attributed to being “lazy” 
rather than attributed to lack of funds to 
afford the medications or lack of proper 
insurance. Most importantly, we need to 
be properly educated and counseled on 
health care conditions. We need a voice. 
We need representation.

Equal Housing Lender. ©2016 M&T Bank. Member FDIC.   

W.L. Gary Company, Inc.
225 Vine Street NW 

Washington, DC
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Our final thoughts 
The children of yesterday are turning into the teachers, politicians, doctors, lawyers, and 
activists of today. This generation is ready to take the reins from those who paved the road 
and change the world in new ways. Your daughters, sons, nieces, and nephews have lis-
tened, learned, and are prepared to continue the fight.  The late, great Martin Luther King 
Jr.  said “You can kill the dreamer, but you can’t kill the dream.” His dream lives on in the 
hearts and minds of millions of people of color all over the world and here at home.
We are ready to continue to work towards the dreams of those who died for equality. 
We are ready to ensure the legacy continues. 

This article has been brought to you by the brain trust of the contributors below:

Aliyah Veira , 19, is a rising sophomore at Georgia State University. 
She is studying Journalism in hopes of being a voice for those un-

heard. Aliyah enjoys talking about ways to end social injustice and 
the works of Ava Duvernay. Aliyah acted as Editor-In-Chief for this 

collaborative article.

Keon Brown,  24 is a graduate of Savannah State 
University with a B.A. in English and History. 
Currently, he works with a multitude of companies and entities in 
the realm of operations and relations. Keon is currently pursuing a 
legal education.

Nemiah Hobbs,  20, is the founder and CEO of 
“Project NEMIAH,” a nonprofit organization that provides education-
al resources and job/career preparation to students with disabilities.  

She is also an Early Childhood major at Columbus State University. 
Nemiah hopes to become an elementary school teacher, advocate for 

students with disabilities, and be a world-renowned inspirational 
speaker.

Katherine Taylor,  22, is a Musical Theatre major at Texas State Uni-
versity. She enjoys cooking, sketching, and watching Greys Anatomy. 
She continues to perform and create artistic work in hopes to help 
the future look a little brighter. 

Teryn Shipman,  22, is an Atlanta native, 
organizer, and business owner. She enjoys 

gardening, reading, and politics.

Skye Jackson,  18, is a recent graduate of Langston 
Hughes High School and is currently attending Spelman College as a 
STEM major. In her free time, she enjoys reading and writing. She 
plans to spend her life’s work combating the stigma around minori-
ties’ success in STEM-related careers.
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Aaron Hypolite  grew up in South Fulton County and graduated from 
Fayette County High School.  He attends Georgia State University and is 
majoring in Public Policy.   Aaron has always had a passion for civic en-
gagement and spends his time advocating for positive change through 
work and volunteerism.  He’s worked for the State Democratic Party, 
the City of Atlanta, Habitat for Humanity and has campaigned for sev-
eral candidates at the local and state levels. 

Christopher Floyd ,15, interested in the field of medicine. He enjoys 
watching anime, singing, and playing video games. He aspires to be a 
world-renowned surgeon.

Denae Clowers , Yale College ‘22, is an economics 
major and member of the Education Studies program. 
She plans to go into nonprofit work dealing with edu-

cation in the future.

Vedu Mallela  is a rising senior at Northview High 
School and a research intern at Stanford University’s Computer Science 
department. He is the chairman of the Fulton County Youth Commis-
sion. 

Thomas Woods,  16, is a rising Junior attending highschool at Newman-
chester High. He’s currently hard at work focusing on biochemistry. 

His future plans are to attend Valdosta State University in hopes to 
spread further knowledge and awareness in the field of Medical Sci-

ence. 

Loian Chambers  is a motivated individual who is working diligently 
to attend medical school and become a healthcare professional. As a 
daughter to immigrant parents, her ultimate goal is to one day pro-
vide care in underserved countries and communities. As an aspiring 
OBGYN, Loian hopes to erase the stigma surrounding sexual health 
conversations by having open and honest dialogues with teenage girls. 
In her free time, she can be found peacefully journaling, vlogging with 
friends, or cheering on her favorite basketball team.

Dr. Taylor  has contributed 28 years of Leadership to the Metropolitan 
Atlanta Community. She is the Founder and Executive Director of 
Eagles Economic CDC and The South Fulton Arrow Youth Council.
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By Ernie Suggs

KING GENERATION PASSES TORCH 
TO A NEW FORCE OF ACTIVISTS
As icons die, their message burns 
bright in young successors.

Sitting in an Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church pew ten days ago 
at John Lewis’ funeral, Jared 
Sawyer’s mind raced back to 
2016. Then 18 years old, he vis-
ited Lewis in Washington, D.C., 
for the opening of the National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture. After an 
hour of chatting in Lewis’ of-
fice, Sawyer excused himself to 
go to the White House, where 
at the invitation of President 
Barack Obama he would give a 
speech on the museum’s sig-
nificance.
“Oh, I am going to the White 
House too,” Lewis told Sawyer.

“Would you like to go with me?”

They walked along 
the National Mall, 
with the Lincoln 
Memorial, where a 
23-year-old Lewis 
had spoken so bril-
liantly at the March 
on Washington in 
1963, serving as a 
backdrop. Lewis was 
the last remaining 
speaker from that 
historic day, which 
included the Rev.

Martin Luther King 
Jr. and other giants 
of the movement who 

have passed on. Sawyer recalls 
people constantly stopped 
Lewis on their walk, wanting 
to talk. He asked the congress-
man and civil rights icon if he 
ever got tired of it.

Lewis told him: “Why would I? 
It is an honor to talk to them.

And it is affirming that they 
have not forgotten, so that his-
tory will not repeat itself.”

Sawyer has become one of the 
links between that history and 
the new, loosely organized 
movement under the banner 
of Black Lives Matter, which is 
roiling the national conscious-
ness with demonstrations 

across the nation. The new 
generation of young protest-
ers look to those like Lewis, 
but they face their own set of 
challenges and issues.

Lewis tied the two movements 
together in six words in his last 
essay, released the day of his 
funeral. “Emmett Till was my 
George Floyd,” he wrote. Till 
was a 14-year-old Black boy in 
Mississippi who was beaten, 
murdered and thrown into the 
Tallahatchie River in 1955 for 
supposedly saying something 
inappropriate to a white wom-
an. His death galvanized the 
civil rights movement and got 
international attention.

The death of George Floyd this 
year was one of a string of kill-
ings of Black people that kin-
dled protests across the U.S. 
demanding social justice and 
an end to police and vigilante 
violence.

In the weeks before he died, 
Lewis, in his last public ap-
pearance, visited Black Lives 
Matter Plaza in front of the 
White House, as an act of soli-
darity with the nascent move-
ment.

Then he passed the baton with 
these words in his essay, “Or-
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dinary people with extraordinary vision can 
redeem the soul of America by getting in what 
I call good trouble, necessary trouble.”

“In my life I have done all I can to demon-
strate that the way of peace, the way of love 
and nonviolence is the more excellent way,” 
Lewis wrote. “Now it is your turn to let free-
dom ring.”

THE FOUNDATION 
The nation lost in the last three months three 
pillars of the American civil rights movement, 
each of whom had close professional and per-
sonal ties to Martin Luther King Jr.

On July 17, Lewis, 80, and C.T.

Vivian, 95, died peacefully in their homes in 
the city’s black enclave, Southwest Atlan-
ta. Three months earlier in the same neigh-
borhood, Joseph Lowery died in his home at 
98. King’s generation were often called “foot 
soldiers” in the movement. Like the veterans 
of World War II, a dwindling number remain 
to remind America of what the country has 
been through, what was gained through their 
efforts and how much work still needs to be 
done.

King died at 39 years old in 1968.

Ralph David Abernathy, Hosea Williams, Fred 
Shuttlesworth, Wyatt T. Walker and James Or-
ange and many others died at a much older 
age. So did Rosa Parks, Coretta Scott King, 
Dorothy Height and Ella Baker. Collectively, 
they helped transform America, exposing the 
country’s glaring contradictions and getting 
laws passed to even the playing field — at 
least on paper.

“Their impact was so enormous that I search 
for words to describe it,” said Johnnetta 
Betsch Cole, the president of the civil rights 
group the National Council of Negro Women. 
“But if we give an assessment today, we can 
say that 10 years from now, 100 years from 

now, whenever we finally get the work done, we 
will still be talking about them.”

When Lewis and Vivian died on the same day, 
historians were reminded of July 4, 1826, when 
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, Ameri-
ca’s second and third presidents, died with-
in hours of each other. Adams and Jefferson 
were Founding Fathers and crafted a Declara-
tion of Independence that promised: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness.”

But that wasn’t true. Many of them owned 
slaves.

Even after the 13th Amendment of 1865 official-
ly ended slavery, Blacks endured another 100 
years of Jim Crow and segregation until the 
passage of the Civil Rights and Voting Rights 
acts in 1964 and 1965 — due to the efforts of the 
civil rights workers.

Jesse Jackson, who ran for president in 1984 and 
1988, said leaders of the Civil Rights movement 
should be considered a second set of American 
Founding Fathers.
“In 1776, a white, nationalist nation was born,” 
Jackson told The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 
“But America was born in Selma when Ameri-
cans found democracy.”

It was there that news films of violence done to 
peaceful protesters began to turn the nation’s 
stomach and its political will. On Feb. 16, 1965, 
Vivian was beaten by law enforcement outside 
of the Dallas County Courthouse when he tried 
to register Black voters.

On March 7, 1965, Lewis was beaten to the brink 
of death by state troopers as he and Hosea Wil-
liams tried to lead marchers across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge.

“Did we know that we were changing Ameri-

73 SCLC National  Magazine /  Fal l/  Winter 2020



ca?” asked Bernard Lafayette, Lewis’ former 
college roommate and a co-founder of both 
the Nashville Student Movement and the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee.

“Yes, we did.”

Yet work remains to be done, he and others 
say. Changing all hearts and minds has been 
a tougher, longer project.

A MOVEMENT MATURED 
Derrick Johnson, 51, president of the NAACP, 
said the civil rights movement never ended. 
“It is a continuum. It didn’t start with those 
individuals and will not end with them.”

It’s bigger, broader. There are actually more 
people working in the arena of civil rights to-
day than there ever has been, because of the 
work done in the 1950s and 1960s, he said.

“Environmental, criminal justice, voting, 
housing policies, economic justice. You name 
it, you can find young, older and middle-aged 
people all lending their voices to advance so-
cial justice for society,” Johnson said.

But unlike the early civil rights movement, 
where strong personalities emerged with 
enough power to demand audiences with 
presidents, a new generation of grassroots 
activists, without centralized leadership, is 
building networks and strategic alliances 
through social media hashtags.

They have yet to earn their sit-downs.

Mary-Pat Hector, a 22-year-old Spelman 
College graduate, who has been planning 
and leading Atlanta protests, works for the 
Lowery-founded Georgia Coalition for the 
People’s Agenda as a black youth vote coor-
dinator, where she trains poll workers. No 
one could ever fill the shoes   of leaders like 
Vivian, Lewis and Lowery, she said. She feels 
“spoiled” having had them for so long and re-
grets not engaging with them.

“But there were so many more questions that we 
could have asked. And now that we are in a critical 
moment, we miss that.

How beneficial would it have been to have real 
conversations about organizing and work?”

Still, “Their work is done,” she said.

“Now it is time for other people to do the work.”
Hope in a new generation. That is why Cole, 83, is 
hopeful.

She ran for president of the NCNW, on the prom-
ise to make the civil rights group more intergen-
erational, to train young leaders. Training and ed-
ucation were things she was familiar with as the 
only person to serve as president of both of the 
country’s historic black colleges and universities 
for women — Spelman in Atlanta and Bennett Col-
lege in Greensboro, North Carolina.

“People of our generation have the amazing ability 
to forget that we were once young,”

Cole said. “My very cautious optimism comes in 
some measure of seeing young people out there in 
nonviolent protests.”

While most of the protests have been peaceful, 
some have devolved into violence.

Just days after Lewis’ funeral, Lafayette, now 80, 
spent three days doing nonviolence training for 
250 people in eight countries on Zoom through a 
program he started at the University of Rhode Is-
land.

“We are keeping up the work the best we can un-
der the circumstances,”

Lafayette said.

THE MARATHON 
Sawyer, now a senior at Morehouse College, has 
led recent protests, megaphone in hand. He is only 
22 years old, a year younger than Lewis was when 
he spoke at the March on Washington.
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Ernie Suggs has been a reporter at the AJC since 
1997, currently covering race and culture, as 
well as a variety of breaking national news and 
investigative stories. Suggs was born in 1967 in 
Brooklyn, New York.  He attended North Caro-
lina Central University  in 1985, where he was 
Editor-In Chief for the college’s  award win-
ning newspaper, The Campus Echo.  He is also 
a proud member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity.

“I am focusing on being the voice of my generation and building a bridge between the next 
generation of activists and the baby boomer generation of activists who have been there and 
remind us that there is nothing new under the sun,” Sawyer said.

He has started The Tired Campaign, which he admits is a direct ripoff of King’s Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, to mobilize organizations toward change in local commu-
nities nationwide.

“There will never be another King, Lowery, Vivian or Lewis,”

Sawyer said. “But what we can do is honor the work that they have done, and are doing. This 
is a long fight. This is a marathon and we are gonna be running for a long-time.”   

‘THEIR WORK IS DONE.

NOW IT IS TIME FOR OTHER PEOPLE TO DO THE WORK.’ Mary-Pat Hector, 22, Spelman College 
graduate, speaking about the legacy of civil rights giants such as the Rev. C.T. Vivian and Joseph 
Lowery 
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“Through [the ACS Scholars program], 
I was connected to scholarship and 
learning opportunities, including the 
Overcoming Challenges Award and the 
ACS Leadership Institute. As a student, I 
had questions. ACS Scholars had answers 
and pointed me in the right direction.”

Taylor Hood
Assistant Editor, Chemical  
& Engineering News

®

American Chemical Society

Find out more about  
the ACS Scholars program  
and Project SEED at  
acs.org/scholarshipssclc. 

“Chemistry was just 
an elusive dream until 
the American Chemical 
Society helped me 
make it my career.”



The legendary trailblazers of the Civil  Rights Movement 

bravely confronted injustice. While we may have lost these legends, 

the journey to equality is not finished. We are proud to stand 

with a new generation to continue their fight for justice.

Illustration by Hillary Rose Olson for National Center for Civil and Human Rights

Let us honor their lives and their sacrifices 
by exercising our right to vote, now and always.


